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COUNCIL CHAMBERS. 


In 1931 the Council erected new Council Chambers in 
MacMahon Street, and five shops in Forest Road, on the 
site of the old Council Chambers and old shops at a cost 
of £7,158 6s. 7d. 

The builder was H. R. Torr and the architects were 
Herbert Sc Wilson. 

The official opening was performed on the 16th May, 
1931, by the Hon. the Minister for Local Government—* 
W. J. McKell, Esq., M L.A. 

The Council Chambers were furnished throughout with 
new furniture and fittings at a cost of £597 3s. 6d., and 
are considered to be one of the finest in the Metropolitan 
area. 

1 he office is fitted with the most up-to-date machines and 
office equipment. 
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HURSTVILLE ~ 1913 


Council Chambers erected 1913, 
demolished 1931. 


Building at left which was used 
as Council Chambers prior to 


1913. 









FOREWORD 


It gives me a twofold pleasure to be in the position to 
write a foreword to this excellent literary production. First 
that it contains a record that we can be proud of, and 
secondly, that the Hurstville Municipal Council has honoured 
me by placing me in the mayoral chair for the Jubilee year. 

During my residence in the district, covering a span of 
forty-six years, the growth of the Municipality can only be 
described as wonderful, but we should not lose sight of the 
fact that that growth would not have been possible without 
the solid foundation laid by the pioneers. 

We have a slogan “Healthy Hurstville,” and those two 
words sum up the Municipality of to-day. Our business is 
healthy, our industries working at high pressure, our Muni¬ 
cipality is progressive, with an efficient staff to administer it, 
and one has only to look round the district and see the smiling 
homes to realise that “Healthy Hurstville” is not an 
empty boast. 

I can sincerely assure our ratepayers that the present 
Council will do everything within its power to advance the 
interests of the district, and to keep Hurstville in the proud 
position it occupies as one of the most prosperous suburbs 
of the City of Sydney. 

The Council’s thanks and appreciation are offered to the 
good friends—too numerous to detail—who have assisted in 
the preparation of this Jubilee volume, which, in matter and 
form, is worthy of its object. 


P. A. Y. LOW, J.P. 

Mayor 
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CHAPTER ONE. 


EARLY HISTORY 

HE history of colonization in Australia starts when 
Captain Cook gave the order to drop the anchor 
of the “ Endeavour,” on April 29, 1770, in 
Botany Bay. We had hoped to start the history 
of Hurstville from the same point, for, on May 4 
Cook set out to explore what is now Georges River, but which 
he referred to as “ the head of the harbour.” 

Alas, we cannot get the captain further up the river than 
what is now Shipwright’s Bay, where he found a spring 
of water. 

There is little doubt, however, that, in January, 1788, 
Governor Phillip or his officers landed on the shores of Hurst' 
ville in search of the fine meadows which Cook found on the 
shores of the bay. 

From the date of the settlement at Sydney Cove until 
1810 the Hurstville district was left to the aborigines and 
the kangaroos, with an occasional visit from escaped convicts 
or hunters employed by the Government. 

In 1811 occurs the first reference to the district in the 
Historical Records of N.S.W. This occurs in a letter, written 
on September 22, 1811, by Dr. Robert Townson to Earl 
Liverpool. The letter is a complaint. The doctor relates 
that he arrived in the colony some years before, with a letter 
from the home authorities authorising him to receive a grant 
of 2,000 acres. This authority, however, Governor Bligh 
refused to honour, but after that Governor’s departure he 
received his grants from Colonels Foveaux and Paterson. On 
Governor Macquarie’s arrival, in 1809, however, these grants 
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were annulled and it was not until nearly a year and a half 
later that the doctor prevailed on Macquarie to re-issue 
the grants. 

Even then his troubles were not over, for on making a 
request to be allowed to sell his land and return to England 
the Governor refused permission. Townson refers in his 
letter to the fact that his brother had received grants a year 
previously. 

Now our interest in these grants is that if you draw a 
parallelogram, with an area of 1,605 acres embracing parts 
of Hurstville and Kogarah, you would be defining the grant 
of Dr. Townson, and, if on the north-east of this you marked 
two areas, one of 1,950 and the other of 250 acres, embracing 
parts of Hurstville and Kogarah, you would be marking 
the grants of Captain John Townson. 

The only relics of the brothers are a street name in 
Kogarah and in the name Townson Bay, and even that is in 
danger of disappearing under the modem name of Kogarah 
Bay. 

In 1830 Dr. Townson’s grant came into the hands of John 
Connell. Connell had acquired also grants at what is now 
Kurnell, and one derivation of the name of that locality is 
that it is a corruption of Connell’s name. When Connell 
acquired Townson’s grant the locality became known as 
“ Connell’s Bush,” sometimes spelt “ Connelly’s.” In his will 
Connell bequeathed this land to J. C. and E. P. Laycock, and 
later on it was brought under the Real Property Act. In 
1869 that part of the grant between Hurstville, Dumbleton, 
Broad Arrow, and Queensbury roads was subdivided by E. P. 
Laycock under the title, “Sub-division of Connell’s Bush, 
Penshurst.” 

Here we have, as far as can be traced, the first use of the 
name of Penshurst, although it may have been in use locally 
before 1869. 
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VIEW OF GEORGES RIVER FROM 
THE LOOKOUT IN OATLEY PARK 


It is understood that the name was derived from Pens- 
hurst Park, near London, and support is lent to this theory 
by the fact that, in a re-subdivision of the original sub-division 
in 1883, the name given to it was “Penshurst Park.” 

As the area was cleared, the Penshurst district became 
noted for its market gardens and orange orchards. 

Some time prior to 1861, the south-western half of Dr. 
Townson’s grant was acquired by Mr. T. S. Mort, and from 
this gentleman the name of Mortdale arose. 

Now let us turn to the grants of Captain John Townson. 

On April 11,1810, the Captain received three grants from 
Governor Macquarie, one of 1,950 acres, which was to be 
known as “Townson’s Farm”; the second of 50 acres to be 
called “The Retreat,” and the third, which adjoined his main 
grant, was of 250 acres. 
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COMO BRIDGE IN THE 'NINETIES. 


On December 31, 1812, Captain Townson sold the three 
grants, totalling 2,250 acres, to Simeon Lord, one of Sydney’s 
early enterprising merchants, for the sum of £800. 

On March 20, 1844, the executors of Simeon Lord sold 
the estate to John Rose Holden and James Holt, who, in turn, 
sold on November 18, 1850, 1,905 acres to Michael Gannon 
for £732. 

It is interesting to note that when Holden and Holt sold 
to Gannon, the starting point in the description of the land 
was a dead stringy-bark tree at the S.W. corner of James 
Chandler’s grant called “Bexley.” 

Another interesting reference is that the area sold ran 
down to a new line of road from the dam on Cook’s river 
to Woronora ferry.” 
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GANNON GROVE HOUSE. 

BUILT 1880, DEMOLISHED 1937. 

With the mention of the name of Michael Gannon we 
come to the derivation of the early name of the district, 
“Gannon’s Forest,” and the nucleus of the Hurstville of to-day 
which was known as “Gannon's Village.” 

The name of Hurstville is probably derived from the town 
of Hurst, in Lancashire, England. 

The next large grant in the Hurstville district was that 
to James Oatley. Oatley Bay, the railway station of Oatley, 
and Oatley Park, perpetuate the name of this pioneer. This 
grant is dated August 31, 1833, and was under the hand of 
Governor Bourke, but, it was recited, that the grant is issued 
in pursuance of a promise given by Governor Brisbane. The 
area is 300 acres and the land is described as bounded on the 
north by “Dr. Townson’s farm” and on the south by Georges 
river. 

James Oatley was a watch and clock maker whose 
premises stood in George Street, opposite the Town Hall, on 
the site now occupied by Kerr fe? Co., Jewellers. There is 
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a story told that when Governor Macquarie wanted a turret 
clock for the prisoners’ barracks at the top of King Street 
(still standing and now used as law courts) he offered Oatley 
a grant of land in exchange for the clock and this offer was 
accepted. 

It is possible that this grant was the reward for the clock, 
although, as stated, it was given on a promise from Brisbane, 
Macquarie’s successor. 

James Oatley died on October 8, 1839, and he bequeathed 
the 300 acres, which is referred to in his will as “Needwood 
Forest,” to his adopted son, Frederick Stokes, otherwise 
Oatley. 

In March, 1881, Fredenck Oatley sold the 300 acres to 
Charles Cecil Griffiths for the sum of £10,000. 

To-day the land comprising the grant is partly in Hurst- 
ville and Kogarah, the railway line approaching Georges River 
being roughly the dividing line. 

When he received this grant Oatley was already settled 
in the neighbourhood, for, on October 19, 1831, he had re¬ 
ceived from Governor Darling a grant of 175 acres, which is 
described as adjoining Miller’s and Lee’s farms. The grant 
adjoined, on the west, Captain Townson’s 250 acres. On 
December 28, 1835, Oatley received a further grant of 40 
acres in the locality and this grant was based on an order 
dated August 5, 1824, under the hand of Governor Brisbane. 

An interesting reminder of James Oatley came to light in 
the year 1925. As stated, James Oatley died on October 8, 
1839, and was buried on his estate. In 1925, Mr. W. 
Sivertsen of Bexley came on his tombstone lying on some 
vacant land on the Moorefield estate. In response to a re¬ 
quest, Mr. Sivertsen prepared, at the time, a sketch showing 
the approximate position of the stone. The land was on the 
southern side of Ponyara road, between Pallamana Parade and 
Kooemba Road, and the tombstone was about 433 feet from 
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HURSTVILLE HOTEL, WITH FOUR HORSE "BUS ABOUT 1885. 


Pallamana Parade. Mr. Sivertsen could not find the vault but 
he was informed that when opened it was empty. 

Adjoining the Oatley and the Townson grants was one 
of 500 acres to Hannah Laycock known as Kingsgrove Farm, 
hence the name of the district, and to the north a large area 
of 1,200 acres was granted to J. Chandler. These two grants 
are now partly incorporated in the municipality of Bexley— 
once a part of Hurstville. 

Following the large grants of land in the Hurstville district 
came the smaller grants and the ultimate division of the large 
grants. 

In the Sydney “Echo" of October 25, 1890, a writer has 
given a list of some of the pioneers of the Hurstville district. 
Donnelly Fisher, he states, had 116 acres at Jewfish Point on 
Gungah Bay; John A. White, 80 acres on Georges River; 
T. Lawrence owned 120 acres at “Soily Bottom," Lugarno; 
while Frewin Sleath, James Draper, James Eaves, James 
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Wilshire, Mary Shapley, Thomas McCaffrey, Jane Trotter. 
Patrick Galvin, James Ryan, John Lackey and others had 
grants varying from 30 to 80 acres. Mr. J. G. Tucker pur' 
chased an estate of 118 acres and Mr. Wm. Hebblewhite 
bought a considerable portion of Captain Townson's grant. 

Peakhurst derives its name from Mr. Peake who was an 
early settler in the district. Dumbleton Farm gives its name 
to that centre. When the “Echo” article was written, the 
old farm house was still standing. 

Mr. James Flood purchased 40 acres of Captain Town' 
son’s grant from Mr. Thomas Kelsey, and Mr. Thomas Bates’ 
land adjoined this estate on the west. Mr. Edward Flood 
had a farm at Peakhurst; and a large pear tree, portion of his 
orchard, was still flourishing in 1890. 

It is stated by one writer that Dr. Townson farmed portion 
of his grant and erected a house on it, but we have not been 
able to confirm this statement. If he did so, his produce 
must have been carried to Sydney by boat as there were no 
roads in the locality in his day. This, of course, was possible 
as the lime produced by burning shells, in the vicinity of 
Lime Kiln Bay, was carried to Sydney in luggers. 

The major portion of the area, now the Municipality of 
Hurstville, in a pristine condition, was covered by a forest 
of trees and one of the early industries was that of timber 
getting. For this purpose saw pits were dug and the sound 
of the axe and the rip of saws was heard in the land. Then 
the charcoal burners came and numbers of purchasers of 
blocks of land in Hurstville wondered where the deposit of 
ashes on their land came from. 

The timber getters and the charcoal burners were a race 
of hardy and lusty men and their occupation developed a 
gargantuan thirst. It is not surprising therefore, that about 
1850 a public house was erected and opened in the district. 
This was the Blue Post Inn, a low weatherboard structure, 
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THE BLUE POST HOTEL, 1921. 

built by Richard Fulijames. It stood in Forest Road, nearly 
opposite where the public School now stands. In 1852 The 
Currency Lass Inn became a rival of the Blue Post. This 
inn stood near the present post office. Other early inns were 
the “Man of Kent" at Kingsgrove, and at Dumbleton, the 
“Robin Hood and Little John.” 

In writing a social history of any part of Australia one 
must take account of its inns and public houses, for these, 
in the early day, took the part now played by clubs and 
schools of art and other meeting places. In the inns, local 
problems and needs were discussed and action often followed 
these discussions. 

We can be sure that one of the most discussed topics in 
the early inns of Hurstville and Kogarah was that of roads. 
Roads have been well compared to arteries, for it is along 
them that the life-blood of commerce flows. Few travellers, 
gliding along Prince’s Highway at thirty or forty miles an 
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hour, as they flash through Rockdale and Kogarah, or along 
the Forest Road through Hurstville, pause for a moment to 
reflect that once upon a time there was no bridge across 
Cook's River, that where the welhgraded highways now run 
there were only bush tracks, and that along those tracks men 
contrived to haul loads of timber and charcoal and farm 
produce. 

In the early days. Cook’s River presented a formidable 
obstacle in the direct path between the City of Sydney and 
the Hurstville district. There are references to a ford, then 
a dam was thrown across the river at the Cook’s River Road, 
and a bridge built higher up, which became known as Unwin’s 
Bridge, after Unwin’s sugar manufactory. Both the dam and 
bridge are shown on a plan, drawn about 1856. 

On Dixon’s map of N.S.W., of date 1842, the main roads 
of the Illawarra Suburbs District are shown to be few in 
number and indicate that travellers to the city in that year 
had to pursue a circuitous route. 

In 1843 SurveyonGeneral Mitchell conceived the idea of 
connecting Sydney with the Illawarra district with a more 
direct road than the way by Liverpool and Appin. The road 
was completed in 1845 and with a few slight deviations 
Mitchell’s Road, through Peakhurst to Lugamo, is the Forest 
Road of to'day. 

In the seventies, coaches ran from the city to the Cook's 
River Dam, and as the population grew the service was ex' 
tended over the river to Kogarah and to Hurstville. 

We cannot trace when Mr. Daniel Joseph Treacy started 
the direct 'bus line to Hurstville, but on December 8, 1881, 
that gentleman sold to Mr. Charles Fnpp, “of Cook’s River, 
near Sydney, All those several horses and mares (number^ 
ing in all Five) which with their respective colors and brands 
are respectively mentioned and described in the schedule at 
foot hereof, And also all the harness trappings and gear in 
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use severally belonging thereto, And also all that wagonette 
numbered 283 hitherto and at present used and employed by 
the said Vendor for the plying for hire of passengers and 
parcels on the line of road between Sydney and Hurstville 
and vice versa, Together with the full right benefit and en- 
joyment of him the said Vendor in the entire line of roads 
between Sydney and Hurstville aforesaid as now held and 
used by the said Vendor in such plying for hire as aforesaid.” 

And the purchase price for all this was one hundred and 
thirteen pounds sterling ! 

Mr. Fnpp developed the business and an old faded photo¬ 
graph shows one of his four-in-hand ’buses standing before 
the “Hurstville Hotel.” ( See page n). 

When Mr. Fripp, in 1881, paid over his one hundred and 
thirteen pounds, he did not realise that events were shaping, 
which, in the end, would drive his 'buses off the road and 
transform Hurstville from a country village into a thriving 
city. 

In the next chapter you may read of those events. 




u r. 
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CHAPTER TWO. 


THE RAILWAY COMES 


N Wednesday, October 15, 1884, the Sydney 
“Echo’s” principal article commences in these 
words: “Was there ever before such a fuss over 
the opening of nine miles of railway as that which 
is being made to-day about the opening of the 
first portion of the Illawarra line, from Sydney to Hurstville. 
There are nine stations from start to finish, with only one 
interval of more than a mile.” 

The people who were making the fuss, must have been 
gifted with prophetic insight for the occasion justified the 
fuss. 

The first railway opened in New South Wales was the 
line between Sydney and Parramatta Junction (now Gran¬ 
ville) which was opened on September 26, 1855. The lines 
spread slowly and ten years later there were only 143 miles 
of railway in the colony. 

It goes without saying that every country centre thought 
that they should be connected with the Capital by rail. 
Amongst these centres was the Illawarra District on the south 
coast and an agitation started in the ’sixties for the con¬ 
struction of a line down the coast. Successive governments 
looked at the proposal, but when they saw the cost of bridging 
rivers and constructing tracks on the sides of mountains, the 
proposal was promptly shelved. It was not until the late 
seventies that the scheme was tackled; even then it was but 
a beginning, for in 1881 it was decided that the line to be 
constructed was to be twenty-three miles in length only. 
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HURSTVILLE, 1893. 

One wonders if anyone reflects now-a-days on the anomaly 
that the suburbs we know as the Illawarra Suburbs are actU' 
ally between sixty and seventy miles away from Illawarra. 
The answer to the natural question—why should Sydney 
suburbs be transplanted in this manner?—is, the railway. 

The railway to Hurstville, which was opened on October 
15, 1884, was not built primarily to open up the suburbs, 
but was simply the first section of the Illawarra railway. In 
an article which appeared in the “Sydney Morning Herald" 
at the time of opening, it is stated, "It ought not to be for' 
gotten that it is to Illawarra interests and energy that this 
line is due." 

We cannot credit the residents of St. George with re- 
membering where this gift of the gods came from on that 
October morning. They saw in the railway a rapid and safe 
vehicle for transporting themselves and their produce to 
Sydney, and to those lucky enough to own land in the locality 
the railway meant an enhanced value. 
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HURSTVILLE RAILWAY STATION, 1917. 

It is not to be wondered at therefore, that the people of 
St. George made October 15, 1884, one of the red-letter days 
in the history of the district. A special train brought the 
Minister for Works, the Hon. F. W. Wright and a party of 
politicians, including Sir John Robertson. The stations on 
the line were decorated, bands played, there were luncheons, 
dinners and suppers, and a regatta on Georges River. 

At this period (1884) the great land boom of Australia - 
was getting under way, and for the remaining years of the 
'eighties the people of Australia became land mad. The boom 
burst with a loud report in 1893 and many building societies 
and banks were blown up in the explosion. 

It would be strange if the owners of large estates and land 
speculators did not seize the opportunity presented by the 
opening of the Hurstville line. Here was virgin land, a new 
railway and a land-hungry mob—three perfect conditions for 
the land speculator. 


Page Twenty-four 






HURSTVILLE RAILWAY STATION, 19J7. 

The line, as has been stated, was opened on Wednesday. 
On the Saturday following, the voice of the auctioneer was 
heard right along the line. In Hurstville, Messrs. Batt, Rodd 
and Purves held a sale near the station, of what was known 
as “West’s Paddocks.” There was a large attendance, special 
trains having ensured that, and bidding was brisk. Allot' 
ments averaged from £4 to £10 per foot and one block brought 
£15 a foot. When Mr. Batt totalled his sale book at the 
end of the day he found that he had sold £18,000 worth of 
land, and, considering that he had already sold an estate in 
the same district that morning for £65,000, Mr. Batt had 
reason to be pleased with his day’s work. 

On the same day, Messrs. Hardie & Gorman sold the 
Hurstville Heights Estate on the Forest Road, and this estate 
included the disposal of the villa on the estate, formerly occu' 
pied by Mr. Milsop. 

Each succeeding Saturday saw the same rush of eager 
land purchasers, and although, in the end, many of the 
speculators had reason to rue their “bargains,” the fact re' 
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mains that on Wednesday, October 15, 1884, modern Hurst' 
ville was bom. 

The railway line from Hurstville to Sutherland was opened 
on December 20, 1885. There was some delay in continuing 
the line. After the contract was let, questions arose as to the 
choice of route. Sir John Robertson wanted the line taken 
through what is now National Park and some engineers 
thought that the grades might be improved. 

When the line was opened, in the prophetic words of 
of the writer of the “Echo" article previously quoted, it 
rendered "accessible a thousand spots remarkable for sylvan 
beauty and watering places the marine attractions of which 
are unsurpassed." 

To these advantages must be added the opening up of 
the districts of Penshurst, Peakhurst, Oatley, and Mortdale. 

t t ft • t • 

We have sketched in these two chapters the development 
of the Hurstville district, from its pristine state to the year 
1885, so that it will be possible to visualize the conditions 
under which the Municipality of Hurstville was bom and 
the district infused with a corporate life. 
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CHAPTER THREE. 


HURSTVILLE BECOMES 
A MUNICIPALITY 


M 


UNICIPAL government began in New South 
Wales in 1842 when the City of Sydney was 
incorporated. In 1843-4 district councils were 
constituted in various parts of the Colony, but it 
was not until 1858, when the first Municipalities’ 
Act was passed, that local government, as we know it, came 
into operation. This Act was repealed in 1867 and another 
passed which gave wider powers. 


The first district in the St. George area to take advantage 
of the Municipalities’ Act was the district of Rockdale, known 
as West Botany when it was incorporated as a borough in 


1871. 


Several years were to elapse before the remaining areas 
felt the urge to enjoy corporate life. For the developments 
when this urge was felt we are indebted to an excellent article 
on local government in St. George, which appeared in the 
“Propellor” of date October 11, 1934. “In 1884 and 1885’’ 
the writer says, “numerous meetings were held in Hurstville, 
when the proposal to incorporate the district was debated. 
Several resolutions were from time to time considered, the 
principal object of some of the residents having been to in¬ 
corporate the whole of the districts of Kogarah and Hurstville 
in one municipality. This proposal was, however, strongly 
opposed and the Kogarah district was incorporated separately, 
on December 22, 1885. In 1886 the matter was again taken 
up by Mr. J. W. Bibby, Mr. Tiddy and others, and on Sep¬ 
tember 22, 1886, a petition signed by 635 persons who owned 
land or resided in the district, was gazetted. The population 
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FOREST ROAD, 1906. 

was set down at 1,050 and the area at 8,500 acres. The 
municipal district of Hurstville was proclaimed on the 28th 
March, 1887, and Mr. Locrin Tiddy was appointed first re^ 
turning officer.” 

At the first election of Aldermen held at the Blue Post Inn 
on June 15, 1887, the following gentlemen were returned: 
W. Humphrey; Myles McCrae; J. W. Bibby; C. Howard; 
A. E. Gannon; H. P. Tidswell; Hugh Patrick; James Peake 
and Alexander Milsop. 

At the first meeting of the Council, held in a room at 
Treacy s shop in Forest Road, Alderman Milsop was elected 
Hurstville s first mayor; Mr. George Leeder was appointed the 
first Council Clerk. 

As has been stated, the Council first met in Treacy’s shop, 
which stood at the corner of Forest Road and Park Road 
The first Council Chambers were on the opposite corner to 
Treacy's shop in a building which had been the branch office 
of the Bank of -Australasia. It is not on record when these 
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FOREST ROAD, 1917. 


premises were rented, but the Council was in possession of 
them in 1888. In this building the Council remained until 
1890 when a move was made to the comer of Forest Road 
and MacMahon Street. This building served as Council 
Chambers until November, 1913, when the Council entered 
into possession of the old Fire Station standing on the comer of 
MacMahon Street and Dora Street. Adjoining in MacMahon 
Street, additional premises had been erected, and the found' 
ation stone of this building has been incorporated in the 
present Council Chambers. In 1931 these premises were 
demolished and the present fine Council Chambers erected 
on the site. The official opening ceremony was performed 
by the Minister for Local Government, the Hon. W. J. 
McKell, on May 16, 1931. 

When Hurstville was constituted a Municipality, the 
district of Bexley was included in its boundaries, but in June, 
1900, Bexley was created a separate Municipality. 

In the “Evening News” of July 13, 1918, Mr. Hugh 
Patrick, who was one of the first Aldermen of the Council 
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and mayor on four occasions, gave some reminiscences of 
Hurstville to a reporter. 

Mr. Patrick said that the Councils operations started with 
two men and a horse and cart. The principal work was done 
by contract and one of the first jobs undertaken by the Council 
was the reconditioning of Forest Road. The thoroughfare 
was a long one extending from Harrow Road to the punt at 
Lugamo. The government contributed only £50 a mile and 
upwards of £2,000 was spent on the road in addition to the 
government contribution. Another costly road was Queen 
Victoria Street, Bexley, now included in Bexley Municipality. 
Three stone bridges were required in this street which cost 
about £1,000. 

The expenditure on these roads, it goes without saying, 
was a severe tax on the infant Municipality. 

In the depression during the ’nineties, unemployed men 
were utilized in forming Gloucester Road. The government, 
in this case, contributed half the men’s wages. 

The limited resources of the Council can be apprehended 
when one learns that in 1888 the revenue received in rates 
was £500 and two years later it was only £50 more. 

In 1887 the value of land and houses in the Municipality 
was £881,390 and the assessed value £43,753. 

In the second half of the year 1895 we find evidences of 
the increasing importance of Hurstville in that the. Water 
and Sewerage Board is busy in the district. Water was laid 
on to the Hurstville West Public School and mains were laid 
in Ethel Street, Belmore Street, Roberts Street and in Dora 
Street. The Board, however, refused to supply mains in 
other streets as there was not sufficient income in sight to 
warrant the expenditure. 

The Australian Gas Light Company too is in evidence, 
but here again the lack of residents restricted the development. 
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The Company wrote that it would extend the gas main in 
Durham Street from Forest Road to Botany Street if the 
Council would undertake to pay for three street lamps. The 
Company, however, would not extend the main along the 
Forest Road to Peakhurst as there was no prospect of any 
immediate return. 

One would think that the aldermen of 1895 would have 
quite enough territory on their hands to administer and that 
Georges River was the natural boundary of the borough on 
the south. Evidently the aldermen did not think so, for a 
petition had been presented to the government praying that 
an area on the south side of the river be added to the borough. 
The petition was granted and the area was added to Peak- 
hurst ward, but in 1920 it was decided that the area should 
be transferred to the Sutherland Shire. 

In the latter half of 1895 we find that the inhabitants of 
Hurstville had advanced beyond many of the older munici' 
palities in that they had a library. A letter was received 
from the St. George Philatelic Club stating that a club had 
been formed in the district and requesting permission to use 
the various works on philately “in the library' 1 ! 

In July, 1896, there is a further reference to the library 
when it was proposed to open it on Monday and Wednesday 
nights from 7 to 9 p.m., and on Saturday afternoons from 
2 to 4.30. 

In April, 1896, the Mayor presented a financial statement 
to the Council from which we learn that notwithstanding 
the continual shrinkage in the Council's revenue from year 
to year (the result of the depression of the 'nineties) the 
gross credit balance on February 3 stood at £593 as against 
a debit balance of £21 for the corresponding period of 1895. 
The rates received for the year were £2,046, a shrinkage of 
£268 on the previous year. An amount of £2,088 was out' 
standing from overdue rates. Experience showed that only 
half this amount would be recovered and the Mayor concludes 
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PENSHURST STREET, 1913. 


with the warning that in view of the state of the finances it 
will be of no use asking for more lights to be placed on the 
roads. 

A month or two later it was decided to buy a bicycle to 
enable the Council Clerk to collect the overdue rates. 

In 1897 a petition was received from ratepayers requesting 
that, as the population had grown to 4,000, the number of 
aldermen be increased from 9 to 12 and a new ward created 
to be named Kingsgrove Ward. 

In June, 1897, it was agreed in Council that Station Road 
and Railway Street should in future be known as Queens 
Road. In July of this year we come on the first reference 
to the local volunteer fire brigade. The Hon. Sec. of the 
brigade writes asking for a lease of land adjoining the Council 
Chambers for a term of twenty years at 1 /* per annum. Later 
the Secretary of the Fire Brigade Board wrote that the Board 
would provide £100 towards erection of a new station on 
certain conditions. 
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The Council agreed to lease the land and on December 9, 
1897, a lease of the land on the comer of MacMahon Street 
and Dora Street was signed at a rental of one shilling per 
annum “if demanded." As these pioneers deserve commera^ 
oration, hereunder is a list of the first members of the Hurst' 
ville Volunteer Fire Brigade: Thomas Wallace; Thomas Kirk; 
Frederick Brown; James Burnett; John Garthon; James Angus; 
Samuel McFarlane; Walter Austin; Arthur Croft; Rodolphe 
Farr; John Donohue; James Griffen; James M. Smith; Charles 
King; W. Paul; Peter Legdin; Daniel Minnett; George Hawke 
and Hector Wearne. 

In August of this year (1897) the Mayor, Alderman 
Sproule, presented a balance sheet and stated that the Muni' 
cipality was free from debt. The Mayor had introduced what 
appeared an excellent scheme in allowing workmen of the 
district, who were in debt to the Council, to work off their 
indebtedness. 

As we have stated, Hurstville very early showed its in' 
terest in education by providing a library and in this year 
we have further evidence of that interest when Alderman 
J. G. Griffin moved and Alderman F. G. Thompson seconded, 
that it was desirable to establish a branch of the Technical 
College at Hurstville. Also in November, 1898, it was de' 
cided to convene a meeting to establish a School of Arts in 
the town. 

In 1899 it was reported to the Council that the capital 
value of the Municipality was £275,623, the assessed value 
£39,197 and the rate of 1/' in the pound produced £1,959. 

A request for telephonic communication with the city 
had been made in 1898 but the Postmaster'General would 
not agree. In the following year, however, the department 
agreed to allow Hurstville to be linked up with Kogarah, 
provided that the names of fifteen prospective users were 
submitted. 
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In 1907, i.e., thirty years ago, the Council estimated its 
revenue would be £2,664 12s. 5d. made up as follows:— 


General rates .... 
Lighting 

Govt, road grants 
Rents, etc. 


£1,627 14 6 
554 17 11 
382 0 0 
100 0 0 


It is illuminating to compare this total with the revenue 
for the year 1936 which amounted to £60,451 5s. 5d. While 
we are comparing let us look at the capital values at the end 
of the years 1907 and 1936. 



1907 

1936 

Unimproved 

£ 

£ 

Capital Value .... 

281,488 

1,863,769 

Improved 

Capital Value .... 

398,479 

4,567,151 


A remarkable growth ! 


In June, 1908, the Mayor reports that he has arranged 
a loan of £4,500 from the Savings Bank with which to pay 
off a mortgage of that amount. 

In July of this year the Council was of opinion that a 
Police Station should be established at Hurstville. 


The rate in 1908 and the following year was fixed at 3d. 
in the pound on the unimproved capital value. 

In 1911 the Water Supply 6? Sewerage Board informed 
the Council that it had been decided to expend some £2,800 
in improving the water supply. 

On the motion of Alderman Hill the Council decided, in 
July, 1911, that not less than 250 yards of kerbing and 
guttering be carried out yearly in each ward. In 1912 the 
general rate went up to 4d. in the pound, and the intention 
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FOREST ROAD, PENSHURST, 19 U. 

of the Aldermen to keep pace with the development of the 
Municipality is expressed in a resolution to raise a loan of 
£15,000. 

In reporting on his mayoralty during the previous year. 
Aid. P. A. Y. Low, in January, 1913, said that during 1912 a 
total of nearly three hundred new houses had been built in 
Hurstville which would mean an increase of 1,000 in popu- 
lation. Amongst the subdivisions which had taken place were 
Booth’s and MacMahon’s. The Mayor announced also that 
a new electorate had been created with Hurstville as the 
centre. A quarry was purchased during the year by the 
Council. 

In July, 1914, it was reported to the Council that the 
rates collected during the half-year ending in June, amounting 
to £6,110 Is. Id. was a record. 

In 1915 the Mayor stated that there were nearly fifty 
miles of roads in the Municipality as yet unformed and some 
sixteen miles of formed streets that required reforming. 
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THE HONOUR BOARD. 


During the year 1917 it seems that the Council indulged 
in a little extravagance for in his minute of date January 23, 
1918, the Mayor pointed out that, in addition to £2,000 
borrowed, there were unpaid debts amounting to £1,229 8s. 8d. 
which meant that the year started with a debit of £3,230. 
The Mayor estimated the revenue for the year as £10,722 and 
he budgeted to live within that income. 

In 1920 the matter of the portion of the Municipality 
on the south side of Georges River came up for decision and 
it was decided, as there was practically no connection between 
this area and Hurstville, that it should be handed over to 
Sutherland Shire. 

In September, 1920, a meeting of representatives of 
the Municipalities of Bexley, Hurstville, Kogarah and Rock' 
dale was held at Kogarah to discuss a proposal to institute 
an electric light and power system for the four municipalities. 
Reference is made in a later chapter to the development of 
this scheme. 
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In this year the Council decided to accept the offer of a 
loan of £100,000 from the A.M.P. Society at 6% interest, 
but on being submitted to a poll of the ratepayers in May, 
1921, the proposal was negatived. 

In 1921 the general rate was fixed at 4d. in the pound on 
the unimproved capital value. A reminder that Hurstville 
had yet a touch of the country, is provided in this year’s 
minutes by the request of the Commercial Banking Company 
of Australia for permission to erect two hitching posts in 
front of the Bank’s premises. 

The Council decided in February, 1922, to grant per' 
mission to erect the war memorial in Railway Square and on 
the request of the Peakhurst Local Committee the name of 
Peakhurst Park was changed to Oatley Park. 

The year 1923 was marked by the large number of estates 
which were sub'divided. At the end of 1922 the Council’s 
overdraft had been £5,379 and at the end of 1923 the Mayor 
was in a position to report that the overdraft was £1,405 and 
that there had been an increase in assets and a decrease in 
liabilities during the year. 

The main events of 1924 were the official opening of the 
Strand Theatre in September, and the switching on of the 
electric current to Penshurst in October. 

In 1925 the general rate was fixed at 5§d. on the unim' 
proved capital value. In January the pavilion at the oval was 
opened, and in October the new railway station to be known 
as “Allawah” was opened. This is an aboriginal word mean- 
ing “Stay here.” 

Alderman Binder, who was elected Mayor for 1926, in 
his mayoral minute, recommended that a sum of £60,000 be 
borrowed for street construction and park improvements, and 
£40,000 for the erection of a Town Hall. The proposal was 
not carried but a loan of £100,000 was negotiated and ap- 
portioned as follows: Road construction, £73,525; Kerbing, 
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HURSTVILLE OVAL, 191J. 

guttering and paving construction, £17,580; Drain con' 
struction, £8,895. A feature of the year 1926 was the opening 
of the Hurstville Park Pavilion by the late Ex'Mayor Collier. 
On October 28 of this year Mr. G. Morris was appointed 
Town Clerk of the Municipality, and in the same month 
Oatley Park was proclaimed a bird and animal sanctuary. The 
first Oatley Park Baths were opened in 1926. The rate for 
1927 was continued at 5j|d. The Council agreed to take 
over the “White Way” from the Chamber of Commerce in 
May. 

In 1928 the Council received a letter from the Returned 
Soldiers’ Association congratulating the Council on the mv 
provement of the war memorial site. 

In July, 1929, the Council decided to apportion a new 
loan for £100,000, which it was proposed to raise, as follows: 

£ 

Road construction .... .... 79,999 

Kerbing and guttering .... 2,251 

Paving . 3,715 

Park improvements . 3,179 
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its very fine Oval, modern cycling track, lawns and gardens is recognised as one of the best* areas of its class within the Metro¬ 
politan Area. During the years of its existence the Oval has also been the medium for staging many district patriotic gatherings 
and school demonstrations as well as athletic and cycling meetings, attracting in their turns thousands of sight seers. 

















LIST OF MAYORS. 1887-1937. 


The general rate for 1930 was fixed at 5^d. with a loan 
rate of htd. in the pound. 

In 1931 it was decided to strike a rate of 5j£d. in the pound 
as a combined general and loan rate, this was increased to 
6d. in 1932 and continued at this figure until 1937. During 
the depression years the Council made every effort to assist 
the unemployed, a number being employed in improving 
Oatley Park. 


On September 24, 1935, a party was given in the new 
Council Chambers on the occasion of the unveiling of the 
board containing a list of the Mayors of the Municipality of 
Hurstville. 
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The unveiling was made the occasion of an unique gath' 
ering. 

At the invitation of the Mayor (Alderman W. E. Smith) 
all the surviving mayors and mayoresses of Hurstville were 
invited to witness the unveiling. 

The ex'mayors and ex^mayoresses present were: Mr. and 
Mrs. S. Aston, Mr. W. M. Musgrove, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Collier, Mr. T. V. Cross, Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Patrick, Dr. 
and Mrs. E. Webb, Alderman and Mrs. P. Low, Alderman 
and Mrs. E. A. Field, Alderman and Miss Binder, Mrs. Grant, 
Mrs. Bradford, Mrs. Stokes (Thompson), Mrs. Hill, Mrs. 
Baker, Mr. F. G. Thompson, and Mr. A. L. Blackshaw. 

In the foregoing brief review taken from the Council s 
minute books, statistics have been used sparingly and the 
Mayors of the various years not detailed, as it was felt that 
statistics are of more value when given in a table, so that 
comparisons can be made, and a complete list of the Mayors 
is given in the first table. 

The following tables give:— 

A. List of Mayors of the Municipality. 

B. List of Town Clerks. 

C. Population of Hurstville from 1887 to 1936. 

D. Valuations and Rates in Hurstville. 1887 to 1936. 

E. Streets, Lighting and Parks information. 

F. Balance Sheet for year 1936. 

G. Building Figures, 1923'1936. 
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TABLE A. 



MAYORS OF 

HURSTVILLE. 

1887'88 

A. Milsop. 

1914 

E. H. Baker. 

1889 

H. Patrick. 

1915 

A. Grant. 

1890'91 

J. Sproule. 

1916-17 

E. A. Bradford. 

1892 

C. Bull. 

1917-18 

E. FI. Baker. 

1893'94 

J. G. Griffin. 

1919 

E. A. Field. 

1895 

C. Bull. 

1919 

J. S. O’Neill. 

1895 

H. Patrick. 

1920 

T. V. Cross. 

1896 

J. Thompson. 

1921 

W. T. Macken. 

1897 

J Sproule. 

1922 

E. H. Baker. 

1898 

J. G. Griffin. 

1923 

W. T. Macken. 

1899'1900 

F. G. Thompson. 

1924 

A. E. Humphrey. 

1900' 1 

J. Thompson. 

1925 

W. Collier. 

1902 

E. F. Fripp. 

1926 

S. H. Binder. 

1902 

H. Patrick. 

1927 

Dr. J. E. Webb. 

1902'3'4 

H. P. Poulton. 

1928 

E. A. Field. 

1905'6'7 

C. B. Hunt. 

1929'30 

H. Hill. 

1908 

S. Aston. 

193L32 

R. A. Patrick. 

1909 

W. M. Musgrove. 1933 

W. E. Smith. 

1910 

J. Thompson. 

1934 

R. A. Patrick. 

1911 

A. L. Blackshaw. 

1935-36 

W. E. Smith. 

1911-12 

1913 

P. A. Y. Low. 

H. Patrick. 

1937 

P. A. Y. Low. 


TABLE B. 

TOWN CLERKS OF HURSTVILLE. 


1887'1898* Mr. 

*1898'1902 Mr. 

1902'1907 Mr. 

1907'1909 Mr. 

1909' 1911 Mr 

191L1912 Mr 

1912-1926 Mr. 

1926' Mr. 


George Leeder. 
Thomas A. Wearne. 
James Knox. 

F. J. Winks. 

W. S. Carwardine. 
W. Evans. 

W. I. Donald. 

G. R. Morris. 


This year is approximate. 
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TABLE C. 

POPULATION OF HURSTVILLE. 


1887 

1,050 

1922 

14,899 

1891 

1,125 

1923 

15,664 

1901 

4,019 

1924 

16,593 

1911 

7,339 

1925 

17,506 

1912 

8,628 

1926 

18,513 

1913 

9,527 

1927 

19,569 

1914 

10,076 

1928 

20,485 

1915 

10,274 

1929 

21,162 

1916 

10,141 

1930 

21,657 

1917 

10,664 

1931 

22,027 

1918 

11,299 

1932 

22,498 

1919 

12,456 

1933 

22,780 

1920 

13,262 

1934 

22,940 

1921 

13,975 

1935 

23,210 


TABLE D. 

VALUATIONS AND RATES 

1927T936. 


Year 

Unimproved 
Capital Value 

Improved 
Capital Value 

Assessed 
Annual Value 

Revenue 
from Rates 


Total 

Revenue 






£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

a. 

1887 


881,390 

43,753 

500 

0 

0 

1,177 

0 

0 






1897 


678,300 

26,930 

3,248 

0 

0 

5,204 

0 

0 




1908 

262,949 

532,594 

39,040 

3,286 

17 

3 . 

3,744 

4 

9 

1917 

544,170 

1,406,351 

93,304 

10,875 

9 

0 

16,836 

10 

9 

1922 

873,641 

2,399,055 

169,158 

23,600 

14 

5 

45,938 

19 

2 

1927 

1,602,777 

4,382,133 

317,593 

49,681 

11 

3 

72,686 

7 

9 

1930 

2,575,695 

5,990,425 

437,001 

64,392 

7 

6 

83,845 

7 

10 

1933 

2,099,446 

5,082,490 

377,319 

52,486 

3 

0 

66,295 

9 

6 

1936 

1,863,769 

4,567,151 

340,088 

46,375 

12 

5 

60,451 

5 

8 


Page forty-three 




TABLE E. 


Roads, Streets and Lanes: 


Main Secondary All roads under 

Roads Roads Council's control Total 


Miles Chains Miles Chains 

Miles 

Chains 

Miles Chains 

Concrete 



26 


26 

Hot Mix or Asphaltic Concrete 4 75 

1 59 

23 

61 

30 

35 

Penetration Tar or Bitumen 1 35 


25 

57 

27 

12 

Waterbound Macadam 


17 

58 

17 

58 

Gravel 


17 

8 

17 

8 

Formed only 


7 

23 

7 

23 

Cleared 

Natural Surface, including plain 


15 

24 

15 

24 

country and generally un¬ 
cleared 


5 


5 


Total length of roads, streets 






and lanes improved or un¬ 
improved 6 30 

1 59 

112 

17 

120 

26 

Footpaths: 



Miles 


Chains 

Concrete 



21 


61 

Brick 



13 



Asphalt 



4 



Gravel 



Nil 


Nil 

Formed only 



34 



Total length of Footpaths 


72 


61 

Kerbing and Guttering: 



Miles 

40 


Chains 

18 

Concrete 




Brick 



11 


44 

Stone 



3 


10 

Total length of kerbing and 

guttering 


54 


72 

Total value of Roads, Streets, Footpaths, Kerbing and Guttering . . 

£475,469 

Footbridges: 






All timber 



12 


74 

Culverts, under 20 ft. clear span: 

Concrete, Masonry, Brick or Iron 



21 


774 

do. do. do. with timber 

top 


13 


115 

All timber 


30 


250 

Total Number and Length of Culverts 


60 


1080 
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Stormwater Drains: 


. c C Brick or Concrete Channel .. .. .. 17,578 

Main System £ pipe Lines of Box 5 ^^ .. . . 40,895 

Branch System — Channel Pipe or Box Sections .. 11,260 

Total Value of Bridges, Culverts, Stormwater Drains £150,000 


Street Lighting: 

969 lights — 75 watt lamps on 3' brackets 

29 „ — 75 watt lamps on 9' brackets 

2 „ — 100 watt lamps on 3' brackets 

15 „ — 100 watt lamps (large) 

30 „ — 200 watt lamps—burning all night 

19 „ — 200 watt lamps—burning till midnight 

34 „ — 300 watt lamps 


PUBLIC PARKS AND RESERVES 


Hurstville Oval: 

Area—7 ac. 3 rds. 4 pchs. 

Expenditure on improvements includes— 

Erection of pavilion 

Children’s playground, cycle track, fencing, lighting, 
water service, conveniences, etc. 

Laying out of lawns, gardens, etc. 

(No maintenance costs are included in the above figure for 
lawns, gardens, etc.) 

Oatley Park: 

Area 112 acres. 

Expenditure on improvements includes— 

Construction of roads 
Shark-proof enclosure for bathing 

Shelter shed, ambulance sheds, promenade wall, conveni¬ 
ences, etc. 


Woodville Reserve: 

Area—Park 280' x 275' 

Playground 80' x 140' 

Purchase price of land 
Cost of filling, draining, etc. 

Erection of rotunda, children’s playground, fencing, 
lawns, gardens, etc. . . 


Mortdale Reserve: 

Area—Park 182' x 117' 

Playground 60' x 117' 

Purchase price of land 

Bandstand, Children’s playground, fencing, seacs, etc. . . 


£ s. d. 

1,456 18 8 

2,425 9 8 

2,205 2 3 

£6,084 10 7 


3,349 19 9 
791 12 1 

1,441 2 1 

£5,582 13 11 


652 17 0 

571 10 6 

2,702 16 4 
£3,927 Tib 


780 0 0 
2,129 7 4 

£2,909 7 4 
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TABLE G 


BUILDINGS ERECTED OR ALTERED IN 
HURSTVILLE, 1923-1936. 


N.B. means "New Buildings." 

N.S. „ "New Shops." 

A. & A. „ "Additions or Alterations." 


1923 



N.B. 

N.S. 

A. & A. 

Number 

287 

36 

157 

Value 

£ 

169,574 

26,340 

21,933 

TOTAL 

480 

£217,847 

1924 



N.B. 

N.S. 

A. & A. 

Number 

283 

19 

178 

Value 

£ 

187,916 

16,333 

14,926 

TOTAL 

480 

£219,175 

1925 



N.B. 

N.S. 

A. & A. 

Number 

324 

22 

152 

Value 

207,655 

13,875 

15,417 

TOTAL 

498 

£236,947 

1926 



N.B. 

N.S. 

A. & A. 

Number 

243 

10 

204 

Value 

£ 

165,031 

13,190 

21,766 

TOTAL 

457 

£199,987 


1927 


Number Value 

£ 


N.B. 

N.S. 

A. & A. 

343 

13 

269 

228,62 5 
9,595 
21,376 

TOTAL 

625 

£259,596 

1928 



N.B. 

N.S. 

A. & A. 

Number 

334 

14 

271 

Value 

£ 

232,137 

11,700 

27,233 

TOTAL 

619 

£271,070 

1929 



N.B. 

N.S. 

A. & A. 

Number 

291 

17 

276 

Value 

£ 

209,725 

14,131 

72,814 

TOTAL 

584 

£296,670 

1930 



N.B. 

N.S. 

A. & A. 

Number 

74 

6 

187 

Value 

£ 

50,326 

7,295 

20,096 

TOTAL 

267 

£77,617 
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1931 


1934 


Number Value 

£ 


N.B. 

22 

10,610 

N.S. 

5 

4,700 

A. & A. 

114 

15,622 

TOTAL 

141 

£30,932 


1932 

Number 

Value 

N.B. 

28 

14,145 

N.S. 

10 

7,580 

A. & A. 

138 

7,354 

TOTAL 

176 

£29,079 


1933 

Number 

Value 

N.B. 

30 

£ 

16,075 

N.S. 

6 

4,255 

A. & A. 

121 

21,645 

TOTAL 

157 

£41,975 


Number Value 

£ 


N.B. 

77 

36,465 

N.S. 

13 

8,050 

A. & A. 

142 

16,371 

TOTAL 

232 

£60,886 


1935 

Number 

Value 

£ 

N.B. 

133 

80,315 

N.S. 

13 

13,950 

A. & A. 

163 

22,257 

TOTAL 

309 

£116,522 


1936 

Number 

Value 

N.B. 

199 

£ 

160,015 

N.S. 

5 

4,700 

A. & A. 

145 

18,161 


349 

£182,876 
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MUNICIPALITY OF HURSTVILLE. 


STATEMENT OF GENERAL FUND. 

REVENUE ACCOUNT for the Year ended 31st December, 1936. 


Dr. 


EXPENDITURE 


£ s. 

General Purposes— 
Administrative 
Expenses 

Public Works .. .. 29,060 3 
Main Roads .. .. 66 12 


s. d. 


3,800 4 0 


Health Administration— 
Sanitary and Garbage 
Service 

Parks and Gardens .. 
Sundries 


Public Services— 

Street Lighting 
Street Watering 
Fire Brigades .. 
Water Supply .. 
Cattle Straying 
Public Weighbridge 
Public Clock .. 
Public Convenience 
Band Subsidies, etc 
Subsidies — Hospital 
and Ambulance 
Advertising Area 
Sundries—Public Ser 
vices 


29,126 15 8 


5,179 4 0 

3,697 11 10 
686 5 0 


9,563 0 10 


Municipal Property— 
Council Chambers and 

Offices. 

Sydney Municipal Pro* 

perty . 

Quarry . 

Miscellaneous 
Balance carried down .. 


To Transfer to Invested 
Funds— 


5,381 5 7 


402 19 1 


322 

74 


799 

2 

10 

5,870 

18 

8 

54,541 

7 

7 

5,909 

18 

1 

£60,451 

5 

8 


Assets purchased 


56 5 5 0 

Loans repaid .. 

.. 7,171 4 4 


Advance repaid 

30 6 2 

7,201 10 6 


*7,766 15 6 


General Rates 
Extra Charges 

General Purposes— 
Sundry Income 
Public Works— 
Sundry Income 


INCOME 

* 

.. 40,337 
.. 2,535 


s. d. 
2 7 

5 9 


Cr. 

s. d. 


42,872 8 

1,129 16 


812 12 


Contributions to Works 2,350 11 


Health Administration— 
Sanitary and Garbage 
Service 

Parks and Gardens 


6,201 19 
241 19 


Balance brought down 

By Transfer from Invested 
Funds— 

Expenditure from 

Loans. 61 19 

Depreciation of Assets 1,027 7 

Sale of Assets .. .. 76 2 


Excess of Expenditure 
over Income carried 
to Available Funds 
Account 


3,163 3 3 


3,433 

11 

11 

Sundry Income 

34 

8 

0 




39 

3 

5 





6,478 

7 

3 

870 

3 

4 

Public Services— 







237 

17 

6 

Cattle Straying 

188 

0 

9 




418 

4 

7 

Weighbridge 

56 

4 

9 




68 

19 

9 





244 

5 

6 

9 

10 

0 

Municipal Property— 







100 

5 

0 

Sydney Municipal Pro* 







60 

0 

0 

perty . 




517 

11 

6 




Miscellaneous 




7 

4 

2 

101 

11 

6 

Special Loan Rates 




6,038 

9 

8 

2 

2 

0 








39 

16 

7 









£60,451 5 8 

5,909 18 1 


1,165 9 5 

7,075 7 6 


691 8 

£7,766 15 
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MUNICIPALITY OF HURSTVILLE. 


AGGREGATE BALANCE SHEET as at 31st December, 1936 

PART 1.—AVAILABLE FUNDS. 


LIABILITIES. 


£ s. d. 

Sundry Creditors .6,105 9 5 

Interest on Loans. 679 3 7 

Overdraft . 11,820 3 1 

Trust Funds. 373 7 5 

Available Funds A/c. 41,672 14 9 


£60,650 18 3 


ASSETS. 

£ s. d. £ 

Cash at Bank and on 

hand— 

Council's Funds .. 6,115 13 1 

Trust Funds .. .. 373 7 5 

- 6,489 

Stores and Materials on 

hand .. .. 732 

Sundry Debtors for— 

Rates and Charges .. 48,137 8 10 

Sanitary and Garbage 

Fees. 2,021 9 10 

Contributions to Works 2,516 6 2 

Miscellaneous .. . . 753 18 4 

- 53,429 


s. d. 


0 6 
14 7 


3 2 


£60,650 18 3 


PART 2.—INVESTED FUNDS. 



£ 

s. 

d. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Loans— 




Council Chambers and 







Commonwealth Bank 

. 120,291 

19 

8 

Offices . 

6,459 

12 

4 




State Treasury for 

Stormwater 



Shops—Forest Road . . 

3,590 

0 

0 




Channel Loan . . 

. 168 

4 

11 

House and Land, Oxford 











Street . 

580 

0 

0 








Land and Depot 

8,113 

16 

0 








Plant . 

4,960 

5 

0 








Park Improvements 

7,446 

8 

5 








Furniture and Fittings . . 

1,346 

6 

1 








Engineer's Instruments . 

15 

18 

0 








Deposit—Railway Dept. 

10 

0 

0 












32,522 

5 

10 





Sundry Debtors for Sale 











of Land . 




268 

3 

2 





Invested Funds A/c. . . 




87,669 

15 

7 


£120,460 

4 

7 

. 



£120,460 

4 

7 













P. A. Y. LOW, GEO. R. MORRIS, Town Clerk. 

Februray 15th, 1937. February 15th, 1937. 


AUDITORS CERTIFICATE. 

We certify that we have made a full and complete audit of the accounts of the Hurstville Municipal 
Council for the year ended 31st December, 1936, using due care, skill, and diligence, and that in our 
opinion the statements of accounts arc full and fair statements properly drawn up so as to exhibit a 
full and true view of the Council's affairs, and that the statements of accounts are in accordance with 
the books of the Council, and the provisions of the Local Government Act, 1919, as amended, and 
Ordinances thereunder. 

(Sgd.) TRUMAN ALLEN fc? CO., 

Auditors certified under the Local Government Act, 1919. 
19th February, 1937. Certificate Nos. 133. 
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CHAPTER FOUR. 


HURSTVILLE OF TO-DAY 


HE previous chapters of this book have traced the 
development of the Hurstville district from the 
time when its only inhabitants were the Abor- 
igines, through its evolution from a village to a 
municipality; and traced the growth of that 
municipality. The time has arrived, therefore, to look at the 
results of fifty years of local government and note what the 
self-sacrificing labours of a succession of men, who have served 
the municipality, have produced. 

It will be remembered that Mr. Hugh Patrick recalled 
that the Council’s operations started, in 1887, with two men 
and a horse and dray, and it is recorded that the value of 
land and buildings in the Municipality in 1887 was £881,390 
and that, in 1888, the revenue received by the Council in 
rates amounted to £500. 

These figures serve, in a degree, to bring before us the 
Hurstville of fifty years ago, but if we wish to visualize the 
district as it was when the Council was bom we must begin 
by sweeping away these miles of well-built roads which dis¬ 
tinguish the Municipality to-day, and replace them by what 
we would regard to-day as bush-tracks. The next stage is 
more difficult for we have to get rid of twenty-two thousand 
people. As the table published in another chapter shows, 
in 1887 there were a little over one thousand inhabitants in 
Hurstville against the twenty-three thousand of to-day. 

Then one has to remember that there were few of the 
amenities of life in the shape of parks, street lights, gas and 
water and no electric light in 1887. The motor-car had not 
yet arrived, and in its place, buggies and carts occupied the 
streets. 
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FOREST ROAD, 1937. 

Now let us glance at the Hurstville of 1937. There are 
now over seventy-five miles of roadways, paved in concrete, 
bitumen or macadam, in the Municipality; the improved 
capital value amounts to £4,567,151 and the rates struck yield 
over £46,000. 

Naturally, with this progress there has come population, 
the 1,050 inhabitants of 1887 now being represented by 23,210. 
When one adds that 75% of the residents of Hurstville own 
their houses, one finds a reason for the civic pride which dis- 
tinguishes the inhabitants of the suburb. A drive through 
the district soon convinces the visitor that there is reason 
for local pride. The main business area in Forest Road, will, 
with its fine business premises, compare favourably with any 
fifty-year-old municipality in the State, and the following 
excerpt from the “Sydney Morning Herald,” of date July 9, 
1936, demonstrates that Hurstville has out-distanced many 
older municipalities. The newspaper records the sale of No. 
276 Forest Road for the sum of £12,000. The mean frontage 
was twenty-two feet, and, as the building had no value, this 
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A CORNER OF OATLEY PARK BATHS. 

works out at £545 per foot for the land. The report then 
continues: “This is believed to be a record price for land in 
the Illawarra Suburbs, and it is doubtful whether it has been 
exceeded in any suburb. A property in the same street re' 
cently brought £500 a foot, but this included the buildings. 
Up to £450 a foot has been paid at Parramatta for a business 
site, and land near the Burwood railway station was sold 
recently as a hotel site for almost £460 a foot. Such high 
prices are rarely paid for land in suburbs other than Hurst' 
ville, some of the western suburbs, and possibly the Bondi 
Junction area. These are busy shopping centres and high 
rents may be obtained for business premises.” 

While we are in the business centre it is fitting to record 
that Hurst ville possesses a Chamber of Commerce. This was 
founded in 1921, and the Chamber has done good work in 
developing Hurstville’s business. 

Passing from the business section one finds oneself in the 
welhkept streets of the residential area. Here one realises 
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OATLEY PARK BATHS. 


that a modem suburb has at least one advantage over an 
older suburb in that the old dilapidated buildings and the 
mean class of residence are absent. Hurstville is modem, 
and on every hand one sees fine residences and a general 
average of comfortable houses, whose well-kept gardens and 
lawns speak of pride of ownership. 

One of the charms of Hurstville is that one finds within 
its confines both city and country. Looking down on Peak' 
hurst from the Forest Road, one has a peaceful scene remin¬ 
iscent of the days when the district was “fair with orchard 
lawns.” 

In describing the attractions of Hurstville one does not 
wish to indulge in those wild orgies of adjectives which one 
finds in old advertisements of land sales; but one is tempted 
to become superlative and say that there are few municipalities 
within the metropolitan area which can offer the attractions 
either in or adjacent to the municipality. For the lovers of 
natural beauty there is Oatley Park, with an area of one 
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VIEW FROM KIOSK AT OATLEY PARK 
Showing section of Beach and Shark-proof Enclosure. 


hundred and twelve acres and three miles of roadways, where 
one can wander in bushland, with native trees, shrubs and 
flowers on every hand, and the call of birds to make melody. 

Descending through the Park to the water front, one 
comes to a fine swimming bath. A sharDproof net, three 
hundred and fifty yards in length encloses an area of six and 
a half acres, and here one may bathe in security. A landing 
wharf provides access to the baths from the water. 

On the way to Oatley Park a visitor should turn off 
Fo^ Road on to Moon’s Parade. This will lead him to 
ooily Bottom Point, a look-out from which some of the 
beautiful stretches of Georges River may be seen. 

Following down Forest Road one comes to the ferry at 
Lugarno. This is an historic spot, for this was the crossing 
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LUGARNO FERRY. 

place for cattle long before the punt was established. The 
first punt to be installed was a manual one which did duty 
for a large number of years. To-day a petrol-driven punt 
crosses the River and Hurstville Municipality contributes 
£500 per annum towards its upkeep. 

Georges River which skirts the Municipality for a number 
of miles, provides an ideal boundary. It ensures a health¬ 
giving open space on the boundary and offers opportunity 
for those who delight in bathing, fishing or boating. 

Parks have been referred to as the “lungs” of a city, and 
Hurstville is fortunate in possessing a number of “lungs.” 

Mortdale Park, with an area of one acre and twenty-nine 
perches, is a pretty little oasis. It is gay with flowers, possesses 
a bandstand and a separate playground for children. Pens- 
hurst Park, embracing an area of nearly thirteen and a half 
acres, is devoted to playing areas for sports. The Council 
is now constructing a children’s playground and a croquet 
ground in the Park. 
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WOODVILLE PARK BANDSTAND. 


Another delightful little park in the Municipality is 
Woodville Park which was opened on November 23, 1930. 
A rotunda in the Greek style, surrounded by a rosary bright 
with flowers, makes a pleasing effect in this park. The chib 
dren have their own playground. 

The people of Hurstville are justly proud of their Oval. 
It contains seven acres, three roods and four perches, and 
was proclaimed in June, 1899. Its cricket oval is used for 
first'grade matches and is the headquarters of the St. George 
District Club. Football is played in winter and there is a 
first'dass bitumen cycling track. The pavilion will hold eight 
hundred people, and local enthusiasm for sport fills it at every 
first'dass match. 

To add beauty to the park, the Council has provided at 

a ^ ne § ar< ^ en ’ a future of which are the letters 
HURSTVILLE growing in the garden. As in the other 
parks the children are catered for in a separate division. 

In addition to the parks mentioned above, there are four' 
teen reserves, including one of twenty^three acres at Mortdale 
Heights and one of fourteen acres at Herne Bay, in the 
Municipality which have been dedicated for recreational 
purposes, and in due time, when these have been brought to 
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MORTDALE PARK. 

the fine state of the existing parks, Hurstville will be a city 
of parks. 

In Forest Road, in the heart of the Municipality, one may 
see the Soldier’s Memorial, in memory of the men from the 
district who fell in the Great War. This was unveiled by 
the Governor, Sir Walter Davidson, on May 27, 1922. 

In the matter of a local press, the district is well served. 
In 1911 Mr. A. H. Wennholm founded the ""Propellor” in 
Hurstville. This well-printed paper enjoys one of the largest 
circulations of newspapers outside the City. The "''Express,” 
a weekly paper issued gratis, is published also in Hurstville. 

In another chapter there is a detailed reference to the 
St. George County Council, but it is fitting to remark here 
that the residents of Hurstville are enjoying the cheapest rate 
for domestic electric power in Australia. 

In other chapters the schools and churches of Hurstville 
are dealt with, and there one may read of the educational 
advantages of modem Hurstville and the opportunities for 
public worship. 

Summing up the chapter it will be seen that in every 
department of life — business, social, and recreational — the 
people of Hurstville have reason to be proud of the results 
of fifty years of local government. 
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CHAPTER FIVE. 


REMINISCENCES OF 
PIONEERS 

ISTORIANS can dig in the past and reconstruct 
the life and conditions of the early days from the 
materials they excavate, but after all, their story 
is written from the outside. Pioneers can speak 
from the inside, that is, they are themselves, part 
of that past. It is right and proper, therefore, that a chapter 
of this book should be allotted to some of the pioneers of 
Hurstville, so that they may tell us something of the days 
when they and the district were young. 

First we have Mr. F. G. Gates, of Apsley Street, Pens' 
hurst, who was bom in 1863, and came to Penshurst when he 
was ten years of age. Mr. Gates speaks:— 

“In my young days there were only two roads connecting 
with Sydney, that is, Forest Road and Rocky Point Road. 
Stoney Creek Road and the Wollongong Road linked them' 
selves to the Forest Road. These highways were very rough. 

“As one proceeded along the Stoney Creek Road there 
was much unfenced land to be seen. There were two beauti' 
ful homes on the Wollongong Road, owned by Mr. A. and 
Mr. T. Milsop. After passing these homes you came to the 
corner of Forest Road and Stoney Creek Road, where a fine 
house of two'Storeys had been erected by Mr. C. Kinsela. 
The grounds round this house were a picture to gaze on with 
their wattle and gum trees, lawns and shrubberies and 
kangaroos and wallabies running about. 

Near the present Baptist Church were some lovely vine¬ 
yards, carefully tended, the grapes from these were used for 
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making different wines. Amongst the owners I remember 
Messrs. Bayman, Smithson, Stephen and Evans. Mr. C. 
Howard at that time dealt in charcoal and many of the settlers 
used to earn their living by burning huge logs and stumps of 
trees for charcoal. 

“One resident named McFarlane, who lived near the corner 
of Croydon Road, was a wood carter. Climbing the hill we 
came to a weatherboard dwelling owned by Mrs. S. Bown, 
one of whose sons was an alderman of Hurstville. We now 
come to six of the best orchards that eyes could gaze on, 
especially in the apple season. You could see limbs bending 
under the weight, also of peaches, pears and oranges. Mr. 
Bown, the father, and his two sons owned orchards, then 
there was Mr. Dent, who had a large orchard, and Mr. J. 
Baker, a small one. These two pioneers owned the land on 
the comer of Stoney Creek Road and Belmore Road. 

“When I was a boy I noticed a large lamp, projecting out 
from a building, bearing the sign ‘Little John and Robin 
Hood.' Being inquisitive, I asked what this meant and was 
told it was an inn. 

“All the settlers in those days had to take their products 
to Paddy’s Market in Sydney. At first they used a heavy dray 
and you could hear it groaning along from a long way off. 
It took nearly three hours to get to the market in these carts. 
Then the springwan came in and that shortened the journey. 

“Now we will take a glance at Forest Road. From Kinsel 
Grove you came to Mr. Preddy’s property, near the Bexley 
Oval. On the right hand side of the road from Sydney was 
a very large estate opposite to what is known now as Willison. 
Just off the road was a narrow strip of land, about six chains, 
and that was the only opening to Kogarah. It was thought 
advisable to link Kogarah with Gannon’s Forest and a road 
was surveyed and named after a German settler, but after the 
outbreak of war the name was changed and given that of a 
gallant boy who was one of the first to fall at Gallipoli. The 
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only exit out from Stoney Creek Road was Belmore Road, 
and I, as a lad, had to trespass on the large estates to get 
groceries from Mrs. Lovely near the old Blue Post hotel. 
These lands were forests of huge trees towering to a great 
height. 

“At Croydon Road there was a number of settlers. Mr. 
Edwards had a big nursery, Mr. Dominey, a piggery, and Mr. 
Lardner, a large vineyard. Mr. Hodges, a butcher, told me 
that in the forties a large number of men were employed in 
the district squaring huge girders of iron'bark. These girders 
were hauled to Sydney by bullock'jinkers to be shipped to 
England. 

“The property we knew as Judd’s Meadows, comprising 
680 acres, was owned at one time by Mr. Struthers, and was 
bought by Mr. Thomas Walker, whose daughter is Dame 
Eadith Walker. In my boyhood days there used to be a 
slab'house, owned at one time by Captain Canary. The old 
hands said the slabs were split in 1830. On the opposite 
side from the Meadows there were two large estates, one 
owned by Mr. Peter Moore, of Kogarah. 

“When the railway was being laid many of the huge iron' 
bark trees on Mr. Dent’s land were felled to make sleepers. 
I was one of those who bought a ticket for the first train to 
run from Hurstville to Sydney. We caught the next train 
back so as not to miss the fun, and a good day we had what 
with games and a banquet at night. 

“Hurstville has progressed wonderfully, and I predict that 
before many years have passed this Hurstville town will be 
designated as a great city and that this great municipality 
advancing year by year will in time be second to none in 
the State of New South Wales.” 


Next we have Mr. W. P. Judd: 

I have been in the St. George district,” said Mr. Judd, 
for about fifty'four years. My father, William George Judd, 
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W. P. JUDD. 


H. PATRICK, 

Pioneer Alderman and Mayor. 


F. G. GATES. 


C. FRIPP. 


HURSTVILLE PIONEERS. 

was the first managing director of Hurstville brick-works at 
Mortdale. He represented the district of Canterbury in the 
Legislative Assembly from 1885 to 1887. The brick-works 
were started about 1884. Electioneering in those days was a 
very strenuous affair. One meeting might be held in Marrick- 
ville, and the next at Salt Pan, and the candidate and his 
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supporters had to ride horseback from one meeting to the 
other. We lived in Arncliffe when I was a young man, and 
I used to ride daily to the brick-works. I remember very 
well the thousands of birds I used to see and many a gill-bird 
and parrot I have shot on the way to work. Birds were par¬ 
ticularly numerous at Penshurst, probably on account of the 
number of turpentine trees there. 

"I remember also the magnificent timber growing in 
Hurstville in those days. Dent Bros, used to send large 
quantities of timber to New Zealand for wharfage purposes. 
Some of the charcoal burners were still operating, the charcoal 
being used principally by blacksmiths. One story of the 
charcoal burners comes to my mind. An old man—an ex- 
convict— and his wife made a living by charcoal burning. 
They both drank freely and when drunk used to quarrel 
fiercely. One night during one of these quarrels the woman 
took the man and threw him on the fire. He was too drunk 
to get out of the fire, and there he stayed. The next day 
Jack Pearce happened to ride by their hut. He saw a pair of 
boots sticking out of the fire and went to investigate. All 
that was left of the unfortunate husband was his two legs 
with the boots on the feet. Pearce hung the legs up in a 
black-butt tree, and there they remained for a number of years. 

“My father bought Oatley’s grants and adjoining lands 
and this estate become know r n as ‘Judd’s Meadows.’ We 
lived in Oatley’s old home. At one time we constructed a 
straight mile of a racecourse near the present Dumbleton rail¬ 
way station. Jimmy Gardiner, a horse trainer, rode a wild 
black horse there one day. The horse ran away with him 
and dashed into a tree. Gardiner woke up three weeks later. 

In addition to horse-racing we had cock-fighting and bull- 
d°g fighting. There were two rings in use for cock-fighting 
and many mains were fought there. I have seen as many as 
seventy vehicles parked there which had brought onlookers 
to the fights. 
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“When I was the owner of the Meadows I once tried 
closer settlement on the estate. I had five farms irrigated, 
city water was used. I let the farms and the first family to 
settle were Spaniards. They grew tomatoes principally and 
were very successful. Another of my tenants used to electrify 
the ground. He was successful also. Later on I tried sheep¬ 
farming on the estate, but the weather spoilt that and I lost 
money on the venture. 

“In the days of which I am speaking there was no medical 
man in Hurstville, and meat and bread only came twice a 
week from St. Peters. 

“The first medical man in Hurstville was Dr. Swain, and 
he was followed by Dr. James Macleod, who was one of the 
first to use a motor car. 

“Robert Millikin, ‘Old Bob,’ as he was called, was the 
first cabman to ply in Hurstville. Afterwards he acquired a 
taxi-cab, a quaint old car, and only recently he retired from 
the ranks. 

“At Kingsgrove none of the houses were even locked up. 
Any money in the house was usually placed in a vase on the 
mantelpiece. Once a sailor came into the district and like 
every one else was trusted. One day, however, he stole the 
money in one of the vases, and was caught by some of the 
women who took the sailor and tarred and feathered him. 

“When John Sproule was mayor he used to ride a black 
blood horse which once was ridden from Bathurst to Sydney 
in record time. 

“Speaking of the brick-works, bricks made there were used 
in the foundations of the Queen Victoria Building, the 
Equitable Building and the New York Life Building. Very 
few bricks were used locally, nearly all the houses were of 
wood. 
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“In St. George Church of England cemetery a soldier who 
had fought at Waterloo was buried, and Mr. Blackshaw had 
his tombstone renovated. Another war veteran in the district 
was a man named Addis, who fought in the Crimea. He 
constructed a channel in the bed of Picnic Creek to Oatley 
Bay so that he could bring his boats up. The channel was 
a favourite bathing place for boys and was known as Addis 
Channel. 

“Along Forest Road, from Station Lane to about the White 
Horse Hotel, thirty years ago, was a paddock known as 
Humphrey's paddock. A creek ran through it and there 
was a rail'fence along the street to keep people out of the 
creek. It was about the most unpromising bit of building 
land in Hurstville, and when the whole paddock was offered 
to me for £2,800 I did not take much time in declining the 
offer. In 1911, however, when Mr. Blackshaw was Mayor, 
he set about getting the land drained and improved and re¬ 
cently some of the land has been sold for over £500 per foot." 


Page Sixty-jour 


CHAPTER SIX. 


THE SCHOOLS OF 
HURST VILLE 

HURSTVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

RIOR to the year 1875 the educational facilities 
of Hurstville were confined to a number of private 
schools and a denominational school. In 1875 
this last-named school closed and the residents 
thereupon made application to the Government 
for a public school in the district. In this movement Messrs. 
Thomas Smithson and G. Preddy were particularly active, 
and they were able to give the names of one hundred and 
four children who were eligible to attend the school. 

The Council of Education looked on the proposal with a 
favourable eye and a site for the school was selected opposite 
the Post Office and conveyed to the Council by Mr. Michael 
Gannon. Classes were commenced in 1876 with thirty-six 
pupils under Mr. M. Lappan as teacher. 

In 1886 the attendance at the school had grown to one 
hundred and forty children and this necessitated the addition 
of a wooden structure to the school. The attendance con¬ 
tinued to grow, and four years later the educational author¬ 
ities decided to erect a brick building, divided into three main 
rooms and two classrooms, surmounted by an imposing tower. 
The extra land required for the buildings was acquired from 
Mr. Thomas Fox at a cost of £609. 

By 1897 the school had again outgrown its accommodation 
and this led to the erection of a new wing. To enable this 
wing to be erected, the teacher’s residence had to be removed 
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from its position in the centre of the school grounds and the 
original school building of 1876 was converted into the 
teacher's residence. The cost of these alterations came to 
£2,048. Since 1897 a number of alterations have been made 
to the premises, the chief being a new infants’ school, erected 
in 1916, at a cost of £4.899, and a new building for boys 
which cost £8,537. An old wooden building was converted 
in 1917 into a manual training and science room. 

To'day there are three departments in the school, viz., 
boys', girls’ and infants’, with a total attendance, in 1936, 
of 1,490 scholars. In 1929 Hurstville Public School held the 
honour of being the largest public school in N.S.W. 

The headmaster of the school is Mr. G. McAllister, the 
headmistress of the girls’ school, Miss L. Mouatt, and of the 
infants'. Miss M. E. Smith. 


PEAKHURST PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

This school came into existence as a provisional school 
on August 28, 1871, with Mr. Innes Scott as the headmaster. 
It was the first public school in the district. 

Prior to this year there was a denominational school at 
Peake’s Chapel. 

The provisional school was converted into a public school 
in October, 1873, and three years later, Mr. Innes Scott gave 
two acres of land to the Council of Education as a site for 
a new building. This was erected in 1877 and housed the 
school until 1929, when a new brick building was completed. 

The attendance at the school in 1936 was two hundred 
and ninety^nine pupils. The headmaster is Mr. F. E. Hinder. 
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DUMBLETON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 


This school was established in November, 1891, with Mr. 
A. Crawford as the first teacher. Seventy pupils were em 
rolled in the first year, which number had grown to three 
hundred and twenty in 1936. In the beginning, this school 
was known as Hurstville West, but, in 1915, the name was 
altered to Dumbleton. Mr. J. Gettens is the present head' 
master. 


PENSHURST SCHOOL. 

Formal application for a school in this district was made 
in June, 1915, the application being signed by twenty'three 
residents. Nothing, however, was done in the matter until 
February, 1922, when the Hon. T. D. Mutch, Minister for 
Education, authorised the school. The building was erected 
and opened in April, 1925, with Mr. Grainger as headmaster. 
The enrolment for the first quarter was four hundred and 
sixty-two pupils. In less than a year the school was over' 
crowded, and in 1926 plans for expansions were approved. 
In August, 1936, the attendance roll contained nine hundred 
and forty'three names 

There are two departments, primary and infants. Mr. F. 
Sherring, B.A., is headmaster, Miss M. E. Clerk, headmistress, 
and Miss A. Benny in charge of the infants’ department. 


LUGARNO PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

This is the newest and smallest school in the Municipality. 
It is an infants’ school and was established in 1933. There 
are twenty'three children on the roll and the mistress is Miss 
E. Bey non. 
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HURSTVILLE JUNIOR TECHNICAL AND TRADES SCHOOL. 

THE JUNIOR TECHNICAL COLLEGE. 

Starting in 1916, instruction of a junior technical nature 
was given in Hurstville Public School in the upper classes. 
The facilities for such instruction were generally inadequate, 
but Hurstville gradually became the centre for junior tech' 
nical training for a wide area. 

In the end it was decided to organise the training on a 
proper basis, and, in 1927, plans were drawn for a junior 
technical college, and the building completed the next 
year at a cost of £32,863. The building is one of the largest 
junior technical and trade schools in the State. The principal 
buildings are: Technical block; Trades School block; Forge 
building, and Sanitary block. Apart from technical subjects, 
the pupils are educated up to Intermediate standard, and in 
1935, one hundred and thirteen boys passed this examination 
from the College. The College is confined to boys, and the 
average number of pupils is one thousand. 

Mr. G. A. Lewis is the headmaster, and a staff of thirty' 
three teachers is employed. 

The College is visited by many overseas educational 
experts as it is regarded as one of the show places of our 
educational system. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN. 


THE CHURCHES OF 
HURSTVILLE 

ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH, HURSTVILLE. 

By the Rev. A. Killworth. 

T is now just forty years ago since I was appointed 
rector of the Parish of St. George, which at that 
time included the whole area from Rockdale to 
George’s River. The centres of population were 
—Rockdale, Kogarah, Carlton, Hurstville, Pens- 
hurst, Mortdale, Oatley, Brightonde^Sands, and Sans Souci. 
There were only two Churches of England in the Parish: St. 
Paul’s, Kogarah, and St. George’s, Hurstville. The rectory was 
at Kogarah, but it was not available when I was appointed. 
My headquarters were at the Royal Hotel, Carlton, for three 
months, when the rectory became available. For some six 
months I was the only Church of England clergyman in the 
parish. Afterwards I was joined by two assistants. 

Our first move in constructive work was at Rockdale. 
We hired the Masonic Hall, and here we held regular Sen 
vices and Sunday School. The work grew apace and we 
were obliged to take steps to build a new Church, and when 
this was completed, we had a fine congregation and large 
Sunday School ready to occupy the new building. 

At St. Paul’s, Kogarah, church affairs were not very 
satisfactory. The first Service we took there the offertory 
amounted to 2/3. But after several months' strenuous work, 
the Church became inadequate to meet the growing needs of 
the congregation. Hence a, new chancel and porches were 
built, also a new hall was erected for the Sunday School 
and other purposes. 
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ST. GEORGE’S, 1937. 

The beautiful Church of St. George, Hurstville, was built 
just before our time. But the seats were without backs, hence 
we very soon re-seated the Church much to the comfort of 
the members of the congregation. Let it be said that this 
part of the parish was the most promising of any and the 
people were fully alive and progressive. 

Mortdale was fast becoming an important centre, and here 
we were able to build a new School Church which served 
the place for some years. 

Our rectorship lasted two years and nine months. In 
each of the abovenamed centres we had many noble helpers, 
both men and women, and it was by their aid and ready 
co-operation that we were able to carry out the work men¬ 
tioned. Since our time, the whole district has wonderfully 
increased in population; several new churches have been built, 
and the clerical staff greatly enlarged. 

****** 
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ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH, HURSTVILLE. 

By the Rev. Dixon Hudson, 

Rector of Leura. 

Having spent nearly a quarter of a century in Hurstville, 
I count it a privilege to make my little contribution—at the 
request of the rector—to the historical reviews to be included 
in the Jubilee Brochure issued by the Municipal Council. 

When first I took up residence in Hurstville the population 
was about 7,000. The Church has not failed to minister to 
its people and to provide adequate opportunities for public 
worship with the increase of population. In this review I 
must confine my remarks to the Church of England and 
occasionally overstep the years of the Jubilee, because the 
Church is older than Hurstville. 

The Parish Church of St. George has a history covering 
eighty years. On the site where the noble edifice now stands 
there was first a tent in which divine service and Sunday 
School were held. Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Crew were the 
pioneers, and eventually gave the block of land on which 
the present Church stands. A wooden church succeeded 
the tent. The first nail was driven through one of the 
sleepers into a corner upright by Bishop Barker amidst great 
rejoicing. An old-fashioned tea meeting was held in the 
Church grounds to celebrate the event. That wooden Church 
remained there until it was destroyed by white ants; and this 
brings us well within thejubilee period. An old photograph 
of the Church in my possession reveals the fact that the 
Church badly needed propping up to keep it fit for public 
worship. Mr. Preddy (the Preddy's and the Kinsela’s of 
Bexley were good supporters of the Church until Christ 
Church, Bexley, came into existence) told me that even the 
floor of the pulpit was riddled with white ants, and that on 
one occasion after the preacher had given out his text: “Let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall,” he 
suddenly disappeared through the floor of the pulpit. This 
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FIRST ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND CHURCH. 

incident was trifling in comparison to what took place in later 
years in the new Church during the reign of the Rev. James 
Clarke. 

However, the old wooden Church gave way for the nave 
of the present building. Mr. C. H. Halstead was the archi- 
tect. The Primate of the day, Bishop Barry, laid the found¬ 
ation stone, in 1889. The late Dean Cowper opened the 
Church for public worship in October of the same year. Since 
that day, much has been done to enlarge and improve the 
Church. In 1916 the late Primate, Dr. Wright, laid the 
foundation stone of the chancel and choir. In 1932 His 
Excellency Governor Game, laid the foundation stone of the 
Soldiers Memorial transept about the same time the other 
transept was being built to the memory of Mr. Ed. Elliott, 
whose magnificent work for the fabric and the music of the 
Church demanded recognition. The late Bishop Kirkby 
opened and dedicated the south transept to the memory of 
Mr. Elliott, and the late Archbishop opened and dedicated 
the Soldiers Memorial transept. During the Great War more 
than 1,000 men volunteered from the parish, and over 100 
paid the great sacrifice. Names of some 80 % of the fatalities 
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passed through my hands. The Church was completed, and 
during the rectorship of the present Rector—the Rev. Geo. 
S. Richmond—the Church was consecrated. 

It should be noted that for many years St. George’s 
Church was in the parish of Cook’s River and afterwards 
part of the parish of Kogarah until the Rev. E. C. Robison 
became its first independent minister. In the days of the 
Rev. David H. Dillon, Hurstville became a parish. I 
succeeded Mr. Dillon in 1909. At that time the parish ex- 
tended from Carlton Station to Salt Pan Creek and from Tom 
Ugly’s Point along the river to Salt Pan and thence across 
to the borders of Kingsgrove. When the first church was 
built the district was known as “George’s River,’’ afterwards 
called “Gannon’s Forest,’’ and then “Hurstville,’’ and now 
Hurstville celebrates its Jubilee. 

During my rectorship of Hurstville, in addition to the 
improvements made in the parish Church already mentioned, 
the following churches were built; St. John’s, Penshurst; St. 
Paul’s, Oatley; Holy Trinity, Peakhurst; and St. Mark’s, 
South Hurstville; and thus ample opportunities were provided 
for public worship for the ever-increasing population. The 
names of the clergy who laboured in this district prior to 
my advent were; The Rev. R. H. D. Kelly, Rev. J. Done, 
Rev. N. Saunders, Rev. J. Clarke, Rev. A. Killworth, Rev. 
E. C. Robison, Rev. D. H. Dillon. The names of the clergy 
who laboured with me in Hurstville during the last 25 years 
are as follows: Rev. W. Coates, Rev. J. W. Ferrier, Rev. H. 
Arnold, Rev. A. M. Levick, Rev. H. Pritchard, Rev. Sutton 
Oldham, Rev. W. F. Pike, Rev. A. Smith, Rev. Ch. H. 
Tomlinson, Rev. Stanley Howard, Rev. Harley Jones, Rev. 
H. T. H. Lofts and Rev. H. R. Smith. 
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THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF MORTDALE AND 
PENSHURST, ETC. 


The Anglican parish, which includes substantially the 
Penshurst and Peakhurst wards within the Municipality of 
Hurstville, has the somewhat cumbersome official title of 
Mortdale and Penshurst cum Oatley and Peakhurst. A large 
part of the parish in which there are two places of worship, 
i.e. St. Paul's, East Oatley, and what is known as St. Aidan’s, 
The Grove, is outside the municipal boundaries and within 
the Municipality of Kogarah. Nor does the parish quite 
reach the boundary of Penshurst ward, but is at Dumbleton 
Road. 

The district covered by the parish was separated from the 
parish of Hurstville in 1924; being created a parochial district 
in that year under the charge of the Rev. J. P. Dryland as 
vicar. It was raised to the full status of a parish in 1925. In 
1928, Mr. Dryland accepted the incumbency of St. John’s 
Bishopthorpe, Glebe, and was succeeded by the Rev. G. P. 
Birk, who came from Dapto where he had been rector of the 
Osborne Memorial Church of St. Luke. In the following 
year Mr. Birk was appointed to the provisional district of St. 
Thomas, Auburn, and the present rector, the Rev. W. J. 
Siddens, was appointed from St. Alban’s, Golden Grove. 

During the period that Mr. Siddens has been rector there 
has been a notable advance all round in the spiritual work of 
the Church and increased interest and support, which is 
witnessed to in many ways, including the erection of the fine 
School Church of All Saints' at Oatley West. 

During the time that the district was part of the parish of 
Hurstville, there was considerable activity in the building of 
Churches to meet the needs of the residents in the large area 
of the district, especially from 1909, when the Rev. Dixon 
Hudson was rector; the Churches at Penshurst, Oatley East 
and Peakhurst being built during that period. 


Page Seventy-four 


At one time, the whole of the country as far as Georges 
River and including the existing parishes of Hurstville, 
Hurstville West, Bexley and Sans Souci, was all part of the 
parish of St. George, now represented by St. Paul's, Kogarah 
(without going back to an earlier day still, when all the 
existing parishes on the Illawarra line, as far as the river, and 
many in the western suburbs, were within the parish of St. 
Peter, Cook’s River). 

It was in 1898, while still within the old parish of St. 
George (St. Paul’s, Kogarah), that the existing church build¬ 
ing at Mortdale was erected by the efforts of the Rev. A. 
Killworth, who was rector of that parish from 1896 to 1898. 
It is not surprising that it is now inadequate for its purpose 
and that the erection of a new Church is in contemplation. 

The centres of work in the parish of Mortdale, and Pens- 
hurst cum Oatley and Peakhurst are then, St. Peter’s, Mort¬ 
dale; St. John’s, Penshurst; Holy Trinity, Peakhurst; St. 
Aidan’s, The Grove; All Saints’, West Oatley; St. Paul’s, 
East Oatley; as well as regular Sunday School work at Dum- 
bleton. The parish is still in the developmental state and the 
replacement of existing buildings by Churches of a more per¬ 
manent and worthy character at Penshurst, The Grove and 
East Oatley in particular, as well as at Mortdale, to which 
reference already has been made, is kept constantly in view. 
Nor can the time be far distant when a division of the present 
parish becomes inevitable, as it is already desirable. The 
work of ministering in the different centres; services, religious 
instruction in the schools, visiting, etc., imposes a heavy and 
almost impossible burden on the rector and his assistant, and, 
indeed, is only possible especially as to Sunday services with 
the help of a band of Lay Readers. After the advent of 
the Rev. W. J. Siddens as rector, a Rectory was acquired in 
a fairly central position under existing conditions, at 60 
Victoria Avenue, Penshurst. 


A. RAYMENT. 
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ST. DECLAN’S CATHOLIC PARISH OF PENSHURST. 

By the Rev. L. T. Boyle. 

The progress of the Hurstville-Penshurst district during 
the last twenty years is noticeable in the development of the 
Roman Catholic Pansh of Penshurst and in the expansion 
of its church property. 

The present St. Declan’s Church, standing in extensive 
grounds at the intersection of Forest Road and Penshurst 
Street, is one of the finest public buildings in the Municipality, 
and forms the principal of a group of buildings which, when 
completed, by the addition of a new two-storied school, shall 
form the finest ecclesiastical group of buildings on the Illa- 
warra line. 

This imposing church property is a monument to the re¬ 
ligious spirit of the Catholic residents of the district, and to 
the foresight and zeal of its well-known pastor, the Rev. 
Michael O’Kelly, who arrived just twenty years ago to take 
charge of the then newly-formed parish of Penshurst. 

Prior to 1916 the district formed part of the parish of 
Hurstville and was administered to by the late Father Briody. 
Its only church, a small building in Victoria Avenue, Pens¬ 
hurst, which served the purpose of both church and school, 
was built just thirty years ago (1906) by the present parish 
priest of Kogarah, the Very Rev. Father O’Driscoll. Pre¬ 
vious to 1906, public worship was held in the home of Mrs. 
Flood of Peakhurst and in the old St. George’s Hall, Mortdale. 
Interesting relics of those days of Catholic worship are the 
vestments and altar accessories now in the possession of Mrs. 
Smedley, Jersey Avenue, whose parents were among the 
pioneer Catholic families of the district. 

Even in 1906, when Father O’Driscoll gave it its first 
Catholic building, Penshurst was a sparsely populated district 
and Hurstville a little-known township. The education of 
the few Catholic children of the district was attended to in 
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the little building in Victoria Avenue by the Sisters of St. 
Joseph who made the journey each day from Amcliffe. 

Father O'Kelly arrived in 1916 from the mining centre of 
Helensburg to take charge of what, at that time, was a parish 
extending from Hurstville township, south to Penshurst, 
Mortdale, Oatley, and across the George’s River to Slither' 
land and Cronulla. Finding himself pastor of a scattered 
flock and without a home, he was hospitably received by the 
Lovegrove family until such time as he was in a position to 
rent a small cottage. 

One of the first works of Father O’Kelly was to enlarge 
to double capacity the church building in Victoria Avenue, 
then to acquire accommodation opposite the building for 
resident teaching sisters. This, perhaps, seemed at the time, 
unwarranted expansion and expense in a district that was 
mostly bush, but Father O'Kelly foresaw the development 
of Penshurst, as a residential area, so well endowed by nature 
with beautiful landscapes and bracing air. Within the next 
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couple of years he further confirmed his hopes in the future 
of the district when he purchased the present Catholic Pres- 
bytery and grounds with extensive frontage on both Forest 
Road and Penshurst Street. The years that followed wit¬ 
nessed a great influx of home-builders to Penshurst, and the 
development of Hurstville township into the premier shop¬ 
ping centre of the southern suburbs. The growth of the 
Municipality and the corresponding increase in Catholic 
population demanded again the resources of Father O'Kelly, 
which resulted in the building and opening in 1928 of the 
present spacious St. Declan’s Church. Then, late in 1935, 
the large house occupied by Dr. Quinn on the opposite 
corner to the Church was purchased and renovated as a con¬ 
vent for the teaching Sisters of St. Joseph, thus making a 
worthy addition to a valuable property and bringing the 
expenditure on Catholic buildings for twenty years to the 
£15,000 mark. 

The present parish of Penshurst, of which Father O’Kelly 
is pastor and Father Boyle assistant priest, extends from the 
township of Hurstville to Oatley Bay and Salt Pan Creek. 
Close on two thousand people attend public worship in St. 
Declan’s each Sunday morning, and a teaching staff of seven 
trained Sisters carry on with efficiency and noted success the 
education of three hundred and sixty young Australians in 
the Catholic School in Victoria Avenue. 

The Catholic Parish of Penshurst and the religious spirit 
of its adherents, has kept pace with the march of time and 
with the progress of the Municipality during the last twenty 
years, and has added not a little to the prestige of the Muni¬ 
cipal Council. The Catholic clergy and people are grateful 
to officers and members of the Council for the courtesy shown 
and the help given in their many Catholic works of both a 
public and charitable nature, and hope that the spirit of 
religious faith and civic duty which has characterised the 
growth of St. Declan s may continue to benefit the Munici¬ 
pality. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, HURSTVILLE. 

By the Rev. E. A. Davies. 

The origin of the Presbyterian Church in Hurstville goes 
back to 1888, and is an offshoot of the Bexley Presbyterian 
Church. The first minister was the Rev. Thomas Hill, M.A., 
who lived in Hurstville, and worked both places. He had 
grave disability, being nearly blind. 

The cause became a sanctioned charge in 1895, and the 
Rev. R. Kay was called to be minister. He was inducted in 
February of that year. Things were in a very rudimentary 
condition, there being but a small weatherboard building. 
During Mr. Kay’s ministry things greatly improved, the 
building was enlarged, and a small kindergarten room added. 
A cause was also started at Dumbleton, out of which has 
grown the Penshurst Church. 

Mr. H. Gresham, an elder, took an active part in this. 
Another faithful elder was Mr. W. A. Crawford. In 1906 
the Rev. Kay was translated to Germariton, now called Hob 
brook, and in 1907 the Rev. F. Barclay was called to Hurst- 
ville and remained till 1917, when he resigned. During his 
ministry a small cause was started at Hurstville Grove. In 
1917 the Rev. R. E. Davies was called, and laboured for ten 
years. 

In 1918 a manse was built for £1,250, and in 1923 a site 
was pOrchased for a new church. In July of that year the 
foundation stone of the present building was laid by Dr. J. 
McLeod, J.P., and that of kindergarten room by Mrs. S. 
Elliott. In October the new buildings were dedicated. The 
new manse was opened in April, 1924. 

The Rev. C. H. B. Douglas followed the Rev. Davies 
(who resigned in 1927) and after six years ministry, was 
called to Gloulburn in October, 1933. The present minister, 
Rev. E. A. Davies, an ex-moderator of the Presbyterian 
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Church of S.A., was called in November, 1933, and inducted 
as minister on December 28. 

There is no debt on the church properties, and a fund is 
being gradually built up for the building of a church that will 
meet the needs of a thriving community of people. 

PENSHURST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

By Mr. S. Bardsley—Session Clerk. 

In the year 1900, Rev. Robert Kay, M.A., then minister 
of the Hurstville Presbyterian Church, commenced a cottage 
meeting at Dumbleton with a view to establishing regular 
worship there. Eventually he secured a two-roomed cottage 
from which the partition was removed to make a meeting 
room. Stumps, bogs and dangerous roads were then very 
common, but voluntary workers built wooden bridges to allow 
the people to go to and from the meeting place in safety. 
Mr. Fred. Gresham, now the Rev. Fred. Gresham, with Mr. 
A. O. Schloeffel of Hurstville, visited the homes in the dis¬ 
trict, with a view to creating interest in the mission. Regular 
services were commenced, also a Sunday School; Mr. 
Schloeffel being appointed Superintendent. With others, 
Mr. Fred. Gresham and Mr. A. O. Schloeffel conducted 
church services. Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Crawford and family, 
also Mr. and Mrs. Harry Gresham, rendered valuable help 
to the mission from its inception; their labours are gratefully 
remembered. Mr. David Laughton and Mr. R. G. Boffiss 
were very early associated with the church and greatly in¬ 
terested in its welfare. The Rev. R. Kay regularly conducted 
week-night services for some years. The services were whole¬ 
heartedly supported by the residents, many of them to this day 
recall the early effort and success. After the work had con¬ 
tinued for some time, it was realized that a large and more 
commodious building was necessary to carry on the work 
successfully. A public meeting was called and donations 
solicited for the erection of a new building. Mr. Henry 
Gresham very kindly donated a piece of land, and the work 
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began in earnest, residents and friends manifesting the greatest 
interest in the erection of the new church. Almost all the 
work was done by voluntary workers, and it was a time of 
rejoicing and satisfaction when the church was completed 
and opened in April, 1901. Special services were held on 
the Sunday, and a great public meeting and tea held during 
the following week. Church services were continued for 
some years, when it was suggested that the church be moved 
to a more central site. After carefully considering the matter, 
it was decided to call for tenders for its removal to the present 
site. The church was then under the Home Mission, its 
agent being Mr. Andrew McVittie, now Rev. A. McVittie, 
M.A. In July, 1916, it was decided to make the church a 
full charge, and the Rev. J. H. G. Auld, B.A., was the first 
minister called. He was inducted on the second day of 
August, 1916. Following Mr. Auld came the following 
ministers: Rev. A. C. Grieve, B.A., Rev. Ambrose Williams, 
Rev. S. A. Eastman. The present minister is the Rev. F. R. 
Charman who was inducted to the charge on March 17th, 
1932. 


HURSTVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

By Mr. L. Roberts—General Secretary. 

The Baptist work in Hurstville was commenced on Sep' 
tember 8th, 1925, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ford, 35 
Park Road. The meeting took the form of a prayer meeting, 
the late Rev. John Baillie (Mortdale Baptist Church) and 
Rev. W. P. Phillips (Carlton Baptist Church) being present. 
Rev. John Baillie was the mover of this work, Mrs. Ford being 
a member of his church. The weekly meetings were coiv 
tinued in this home for six years. Sunday evening services 
were commenced in the Masonic Hall, Hurstville, on January 
8th, 1928, Rev. W. P. Phillips conducting the first Sunday 
evening service. The first Sunday School was also held in 
the Masonic Hall, starting with thirteen scholars, on April 
14th, 1929. Pastor F. A. Varnes, then a student pastor, 
laboured with us for a period of 'three months in 1928 (to^ 
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HURSTVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

wards the end of the year). Then Pastor F. A. Hoad, also 
a student pastor, came to us on the 7th April, 1929, staying 
on until March, 1932. During Pastor Hoad’s pastorate, 
Sunday evening services were commenced in the Masonic 
Hall. The Baptist Church at this time was formed into 
membership, the meeting being conducted in the Masonic 
Hall on July 6th, 1930. The total number of foundation 
members was twenty-six. 

The Church opened their own little hall in Macquarie 
Street (a renovated garage) in July, 1931. Pastor Hoad was 
called to another pastorate early in the beginning of the year 
1932. Mr. Leghorn then took over the pastorate in an hon' 
orary capacity; Mr. Morgan being the Treasurer and Mr. 
Roberts, Secretary. At the end of our Church year, July, 
1932, there were thirtyone active members on the roll. 

At present there are ninety^four names on the active 
members’ roll, with every prospect of there being one hundred 
before the end of December, 1936. In the year 1933, Mr. 
Morgan, Treasurer, resigned and Mr. Kelly was elected as 
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Treasurer and is still in that capacity. Mr. Leghorn took 
over the pastorate as a student pastor at a fixed salary com' 
mencing August 1st, 1935. 

On December 15th, 1934, we had the foundation stone 
ceremony of our Church building in Dora Street, and on 
March 16th, 1935, the Church was opened before a gathering 
of about four hundred people. 

The approximate attendances in the Masonic Hall for the 
year 1930 were about thirty. The average attendances to' 
day are one hundred in the morning and over two hundred 
at the evening services. Our Sunday School commenced in 
1927 with thirteen scholars; now there are one hundred and 
twenty scholars and twenty'five teachers on the roll. 

Other activities connected with our Church are: J.C.E., 
Int. E., S. C. E., Ladies’ Guild, M. M. M., and Open Air 
Workers. We have a Branch Sunday School and Sunday 
Evening Services which are held in Telopin Hall, Sth. 
Hurst ville. 

The synopsis of this history up to April, 1932, was given 
by Mrs. Ford. 

MORTDALE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

About thirty'three years ago, in a structure made from 
saplings, occupying a site close to the comer of Oxford Street 
and Mort’s Road, Mortdale, were held the first services out 
of which the Mortdale Baptist Church has grown. A little 
later a hall in Pitt Street was rented for a‘ Sunday School 
and an evening service. The mission, as it then was, was 
worked by friends from Newtown Church and later by the 
Church at Carlton. 

The Church was formed on 28th June, 1905, with a 
membership of 10 and held services in the Church building, 
a weatherboard structure, then occupying a site bounded by 
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MORTDALE BAPTIST CHURCH. 


George Street, the Strand, and Pitt Street; the building facing 
the latter street. This site was used up to the year 1926, when 
it was fcund too small to allow for the building of a larger 
church. 

On the occasion of the Church’s twenty'first anniversary, 
the building was removed in its entirety to a new site on the 
comer of Boundary Road and Woronora Parade, Oatley; a 
very commanding position. The removal was not without its 
anxious moments, a large team of horses with necessary gear 
being used to convey the building along Pitt Street to its new 
location. However, the transportation was successfully ac' 
complished and the building is now used as a school ‘hall. 

The present Church building, which is of brick arid seats 
more than twice the number of the old, was erected in 1927, 
during the ministry of the late Rev. John Baillie, and was 
the means of stimulating greater interest in the activities of 
the Church, the membership showing a decided increase. 
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The first pastor of the Church was the Rev. J. Parker, 
who was minister of the Church at Carlton when that Church 
had the oversight of the Mortdale Church, which from a 
membership of 10 has grown to over 160. By the time the 
Municipality of Hurstville celebrates its Jubilee, the Rev. F. 
Starr will (D.V.) have commenced his ministry at the Mort- 
dale Baptist Church. 

METHODIST CHURCH, HURSTVILLE. 

Hurstville Methodism began in 1879 with open air ser- 
vices held on the property of Mr. John Roberts, and the 
services were continued at the home of Mr. Locrin Tiddy on 
the corner of Forest Road and Kenwyn Street. 

Prominent lay workers in the early days included Mr. L. 
Tiddy and his family, Mr. Camfield, Mr. Chas. Creed, Mr. 
Joseph Bibby and his family and Miss Bibby. 

The church paper, September 13, 1884, records: “A new 
brick Church is now in course of erection at Hurstville at 
a cost of £310.” This original building is part of the Sunday 
School Kindergarten to-day. 

Newtown was tne head of the circuit and the Revs. J. A. 
Nolan and J. Bowes were the ministers. 

In 1885 Mr. Hugh Patrick came to Hurstville, and as 
trustee and office-bearer in the Church, he, and his wife, gave 
of their best in service for the Church. Later, his son, Mr. 
Robert Patrick, became a trustee. Mrs. A. W. Booth, a 
daughter of Mr. Hugh Patrick, has the longest term in mem¬ 
bership of anyone in the history of the Methodist Church 
in Hurstville. She has rendered fine service from the time 
when she was a scholar in the school, and with her husband 
and sons carries on the work with unbated enthusiasm three 
generations thus successively holding high office in the church. 
To-day the Hurstville circuit has three churches and two 
school halls and another hall is to be erected at Connell s 
Point. 
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At “The Avenue” there is a suite of buildings that meets 
all the demands of modem church life, with Messrs A. W. 
Booth and P. R. Newbery as Treasurer and Secretary. 
South Hurstville Methodists are justly proud of their Church 
property in Belmore Road; Messrs. S. R. Bell and Geo. Black 
fill the offices of Treasurer and Secretary there. In June, 
1935, a valuable property was secured at Blakehurst, where 
Messrs. W. N. Todd and F. Barwell act as Treasurer and 
Secretary. 

Very successful work is being carried forward among the 
young people. To-day there is an enrolment of 620 scholars 
and 95 teachers in the three Sunday Schools, with 262 in 
membership with other young people’s societies. 

In 1914 Mr. Alex. Bray founded in Hurstville the Metho¬ 
dist Order of Knights. To-day, in the Commonwealth of 
Australia, this Order is nearly 10,000 strong. 

The present minister of the Hurstville Circuit is the Rev. 
A. Morris Yates, and Messrs. S. R. Bell and Frank Salmons 
are his circuit stewards. 
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PEAKHURST METHODIST CHURCH. 

PEAKHURST METHODIST CHURCH. 

On Saturday, March 7, 1936, the Methodists of Peakhurst 
celebrated the eightieth anniversary of the opening of their 
Church. Opportunity was taken at the time to dedicate the 
new stone fence and the gates erected as memorials of the 
Peake family. Mr. John Peake gave the land for the first 
Church, which was built by voluntary labour—Mr. John 
Peake split the shingles for the roof, Mr. Humphrey carted 
the timber and Mr. Andrews gave the dressed stone work. 
So the building was opened free of debt. The Church was 
used also as a public school, Mr. King being the first school' 
master. The land upon which the present stone Church 
stands was a gift of Mr. Booth. Built in 1856, of a grey sand- 
stone, the old Church tO'day, as Mr. R. Withnall in an article 
in the ’’’’Sydney Morning Herald” writes, is a beautiful place, 
rather like a part of an older world, with a quiet air of sirm 
plicity and rusticity.” 
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CHR1STADELPHIAN HALL. HURSTV1LLE. 


THE CHRISTADELPHIAN HALL. 

This Hall situated in Rose Street, Hurstville, at the rear 
of the Civic Theatre, was dedicated on May 2, 1936. It was 
erected at a cost of about £2,250 and has a seating capacity of 
four hundred. At the rear there is a committee room and a 
kitchen to cater for social needs. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT. 


SPORTING ACTIVITIES 
IN HURSTVILLE 

HE first recreation ground in Hurstville was 
Chappelow’s paddock, which included all the 
ground now known as the brickworks. The 
ground was not far from the old Blue Post Inn. 
Race meetings were held in the paddock, the 
winning post being near the site of the present brickworks’ 
office. Trees, stumps and holes, made the course a very rough 
one, nevertheless the meetings attracted people from Liver' 
pool, Blacktown, Parramatta, and even from Sydney. 
Amongst the race officials were Messrs. West, Laycock, and 
Bill Humphrey, and the owners of horses included Mr. 
William Kelso afterwards to become so welbknown in the 
Australian racing world. Other sportsmen who attended were 
Thoms Sparkes, Jimmy Lowndes, the^owner of Soapsuds,^ 
John McFarlane with his well'known horse Bundlewood, 
and Paddy Scarles, owner of the famous grey flier, “Cabbage 
Stump.” Two special cups were raced for at Chappelow s, 
one was won by Mr. West and the other by Mr. Laycock 
of Penshurst. The racing lasted all day and was followed by 
a dance at night. 

On the day following the races there was usually a pigeon' 
shooting contest on the ground between the Blue Post and 
the present Bowling Green. 

These sports have departed but the sporting spirit which 
prompted them is still alive in the district as the following 
records will demonstrate. 
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ST. GEORGE DISTRICT AMATEUR ATHLETIC 

CLUB. 


This club was formed at a meeting held at Colvin’s Hall, 
Hurstville, on Monday, March 28, 1921, at the instigation 
of Mr. C. Bray of Hillcrest Avenue, Hurstville. 

Since that date the club has made such progress, that, at 
the present time, it can rightly claim the honour of being 
the strongest all-round Athletic Club in New South Wales. 

The club is renowned for the array of champion distance 
runners it has produced since its inception. To name just 
a few of the best athletes, these are: Albert Blyth, Les. Brodie, 
Ted Brooke, Alleyn Gainsford, Gordon Keep, Stan Morton, 
Charlie Weeks and Roy Wright. The greatest success ever 
achieved by the distance men was in 1928 when they won 
all teams races, four in number, and secured also three indivi- 
dual titles and second in the other individual title. This alb 
conquering team included Ned Baker, Albert Blyth, Ted 
Brooke, Bert Button, Bob Chadwick, Alleyn Gainsford, Stan 
Gainsford and Roy Wright. 

Summer athletics was a weak point in the early days of 
the club, but this is not the position to-day, members having 
shown splendid improvement in recent years, until now they 
enjoy the position of the third strongest team in this branch. 

Track athletes of splendid ability that have been produced 
include Ernie Austen, Basil Dickinson, Ted Groves, Harry 
Gould, Oscar Matson, Don McKay, Bill McKenzie, Jack 
Mumford and Bert Sheiles. Fortunately for the club, most of 
these athletes are still competing. 

To provide two Olympic athletes is the proud record of 
the club, and this distinction was gained when Ernie Austen 
travelled to Paris in 1924 and Basil Dickinson to Berlin in 
1956. Members were particularly gratified at the inclusion of 
Dickinson for the Berlin Games; he was a product of Hurst- 
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B. W. SHEILES. B. C. DICKINSON. W. R. McKENZIE. 
Holders of Australian Championships. 


ville, and it was through the wonderful combined efforts of 
all its members that sufficient funds were secured to send 
him to the Games after his selection. 

Hard-working officials have always been in evidence since 
the club was formed and Secretaries who have built up the 
club to its present high position include—Bert Button, Alleyn 
Gainsford, Henry Harwin, and Walter J. Hasler (ten years). 

Hurstville Oval has been the headquarters of the members, 
and with the improvements that have been made at this 
ground in recent years, athletes are now provided with the 
best equipped athletic ground in the suburban area. 

The St. George Club is noted for the good sportsmanship 
and fellowship which has prevailed amongst its members 
since its formation. 
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HURSTVILLE BOWLING AND RECREATION CLUB. 

HURSTVILLE BOWLING AND RECREATION 

CLUB. 

One of the district’s prettiest recreation spots is the Hurst' 
ville Bowling Club’s property in Wright Street. Here two 
full'sized greens are ornamented by beautiful palms and 
garden plots, while in the centre is a commodious club house. 
The property, which is a comer one valued at some thousands 
of pounds, adjoins the beautiful Wood ville Park. The whole 
of the bowling club’s property is owned by the members, and 
sufficient land is available for the construction of a third full' 
sized green. 

The Hurstville Bowling Club was established in 1926, 
bowls being played for the first time on March 6th, 1927. 

The record green was officially opened on May 2nd, 1931. 
Mr. C. Diment, president, and Mr. A. H. Wennholm. hon. 
secretary, who were mainly responsible for the foundation 
of the club, held those positions continuously from 1926 to 
1933. The present officers of the Club are: Alderman S. H. 
Binder, J. P., President; Mr. A. H. Wennholm, J.P., Vice' 
president and Greens Director; Mr. H. J. Piper, Hon. 
Secretary. 
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BACK ROW: Messrs. F M. Cush (Hon. Secretary), A. L. Blackshaw (President), R. H Mackenzie (Vice-President), H. A. Judd 
(Vice-President), B. Hill (Scorer), S. Primrose (Hon. Assistant Secretary). 

MIDDLE ROW: R. Thistlcthwaite, L. Banks, L. Woods, W. F. Ives (Captain), J. Minchan, R. Gray, R. Little. 

BOTTOM ROW: R. Pratt, E. Green. E. Laidler. M. Clifford. 






























ST. GEORGE DISTRICT CRICKET CLUB. 


The original St. George District Cricket Club, with head' 
quarters at Brighton racecourse, came to an end with the 
closing of that area. A number of years elapsed before steps 
were taken to reestablish a district club. When the Hurst' 
ville Oval, however, was completed, it was felt that the time 
was ripe, and the present club came into existence. It was 
hoped to commence operations in the 1910'II season, but the 
N.S.W. Cricket Association thought it wise to allow the turf 
on the oval to mature. In the following season the club 
entered the second and third grade competitions. It met 
with a fair measure of success, and ultimately was promoted 
to first'grade rank. The club dunng the years that have 
elapsed has maintained a high standard of play, and above all 
has established a fine reputation for the sportsmanship of its 
members and for admirable management. 

The members are justly proud of the fact that it was 
through the club that Don Bradman obtained his first intro' 
duction to turf wicket cricket, and that W. J. “Bill O Reilly 
passed through its ranks. Other members of the Club who 
have become famous on the cricket field are A. G. Fairfax 
and H. J. Theak. An old international player associated 
with the Club in its early days and a hard worker for its 
establishment was Harry Donnan. Several of the present 
members in the persons of M. Baxter, C. McIntosh, Fred 
Parkinson, W r . A. Smithson, S. Mackenzie and A. L. Black' 
shaw have been continuously associated with the Club since 
its inception. 

The present office'bearers of the Club are: President, Mr. 
A. L. Blackshaw; Hon. Secretary, Mr. F. M. Cush; Asst. 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. S. Primrose; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. E. W. 
Adams. Mr. Cush has acted as Hon. Secretary almost com 
tinuously since 1921, and the Club’s good record owes much 
to his ability and courtesy. It is fitting to record also, t at 
the relations between the Club and the Hurstville Municipal 
Council have been always of a cordial nature. 
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ILLAWARRA SUBURBS' CRICKET ASSOCIATION. 


The Illawarra Suburbs' Cricket Association, which is the 
controlling body of junior cricket in the Municipalities of 
Hurstville. Rockdale, Kogarah and Bexley, was inaugurated in 
1932. 

The strength of the Association at the present time is 
105 teams, representing approximately 1,700 players, including 
two competitions conducted for boys, which are played on 
Saturday mornings. There are 42 wickets in use each Sat¬ 
urday, of which 10 are situated within the Municipality of 
Hurstville. 

From 1902 to 1923, the St. George Cricket Association 
conducted the only competition in this district, but with the 
growth of the district, a new Association known as George’s 
River District, came into being in 1923, and comprised teams 
from Penshurst, Mortdale and Oatley, all within the Munici¬ 
pality of Hurstville. 

In 1925, the Penshurst District Cricket Association was 
formed, and comprised teams from Penshurst exclusively. 

Competition cricket has been conducted within the Muni¬ 
cipality of Hurstville, continuously, since 1902. 

Prior to the formation, of the Illawarra Suburbs' Cricket 
Association, there was no controlling body to watch the 
interests of the various Associations in the district, with the 
result that misunderstanding and bitterness existed between 
the cricket organisations concerned. In 1932, Messrs. R. L. 
Jones, B. P. Wales, A. G. Becker and H. D. Ward, repre¬ 
senting the Associations in the district, met; the outcome 
being the formation q{ this Association. As a result there 
is now complete harmony between the cricket executives in 
the district, and a complete understanding and working agree¬ 
ment exists between the Junior organisations at the St. George 
District Club. 
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This Association has been most active in the matter of 
representative cricket, and has successfully conducted numer- 
ous country tours. 

An Inter'Association competition is conducted annually, 
the trophy for which is the “Warwick” Cup, donated by 
Messrs. W. 6? A. Warwick of Hurstville. George’s River 
District Association is the present holder. 

Much of the success of the Association has been due to 
the excellent work done by the Councils in bettering the 
playing areas, and in this respect Hurstville Council has done 
its share, and players have been keen in expressing their 
appreciation of the Council’s efforts. 

The President of the Association is Mr. A. G. Becker, 
and the Hon. Secretary, Mr. F. E. Pitt. 

GEORGE’S RIVER DISTRICT CRICKET 
ASSOCIATION. 

The inauguration of the above Association can be dated 
back to the year 1923, when such pioneers as Messrs. W. J. 
Desmond, H. A. Judd, F. Lane, A. Newton and W. SchloefFel 
endeavoured to organise a cricket competition in the southern 
portion of the St. George District. 

These gentlemen immediately met with success and secured 
enough clubs to partake in a competition. 

The numerical strength of the Association increased each 
year and in the season 1927-28, as many as 16 clubs were 
participating. In the year 1930-31, however, the depression 
deteriorated the numerical strength and the Association is still 
trying to place itself upon the foundation which it held in 
the 1927-28 season. 

The Association must be proud of the fact that it out¬ 
lived the depression, and this is due to the work of the office- 
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bearers; particularly to the first Secretary, Mr. F. Lane, the 
first Treasurer, Mr. R. Batty, and the first President, Mr. 
J. Maddocks. 

The Association has to thank the Hurstvi lie Council for 
having such a fine yet natural oval in Oatley Park under its 
jurisdiction. 

That the standard of cricket in the Association is high 
is evidenced by the fact that the Association has won the 
Inter'Distnct Cup for the past two seasons. 

Of the clubs, St. Peter’s C. C. is the only club that has 
been connected since the inauguration. 

To the competition winners each year, a shield donated 
by Mr. F. A. McDonald, is presented. Oatley, Penshurst, 
and Wanderers practically stand on an equal basis as holders 
of the shield. 

The Office Bearers for 1937 are: President, G. B. 
Blanchard, J.P.; Hon. Secretary, Clifford C. Cox, 3 Cronulla 
Street, Carlton; Hon. Treasurer, Alfred Bates, Rocky Point 
Road, Kogarah. 
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D ROW: C. Wellington, R. Barry, P. Teague, W. Paclccnham (Starter), W. Stevens (Handicappcr), Aid. H. Mallard (Patron* 
in'Chief), Aid. G. Cross (Patron), J. Postil (Judge), J. Burke. P. Hand, R. Hand. 

T ROW: L. Lawler, G Hand, E. Hand, W. Barry, R. Faulkner, H. Mallard, G. Corbett, J. Ryland, W. Postil, A. Corbett, 
A. Postil, G. Taylor. 





















OATLEY DISTRICT AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB. 


This Club was formed at a meeting held on January 13, 
1927. and the first annual carnival was held on Anniversary 
Day. January 26, of the same year. For a time the Club had 
its headquarters in a reconstructed shed, known as the “Old 
Barn." but eventually a block of land was purchased in 
Woonoona Parade and Myall Street, Oatley, and a club-room 
erected on the site. Life-saving classes were instituted and 
a large number of the members of the Club have been 
successful in gaining awards, and five members have been 
made honorary instructors. 

A ladies' auxiliary has considerably assisted the Club since 
its inception. 

In addition to its aquatic activities the Club has been 
responsible for many social functions and has distributed a 
total of £250 in trophy money. 

The Club’s finances have been so well looked after by 
Mr. Stevens, the Honorary Treasurer, that to-day there are 
no liabilities and the assets are well over £300. The officers 
of the Club are: President, Mr. F. Walker; Hon. Secretary 
Mr. W. Packenham; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. W. Stevens; Cap¬ 
tain. Mr. J. Lawler. 
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OATLEY LADIES* SWIMMING CLUB. 


BACK ROW: P. Wilson, P. Lawler, F. Davies, J. Robertson, J. Walker, D. Mallard, 
K. Teague. 

FRONT ROW: B Corbett, J. Ryland, B. Bates, J. Williams, B. Ryland. 
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HURSTVILLE “OLD BOYS” RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB 

BACK ROW: J. Lobb, F. Salway, K. McCarthy, J. Thomas, S. Bosman, S Lapham, 
E. Thomas, H Scorer, K Parnell. 

^^E)DLE ROW: A. Smith, A. Webb, E. Bowen, (Capt.), M. Tumpane (Coach), 
J. James (ViceCapt.), K. Bryant, P. Mokeeff. 

FRONT ROW: G. Hart (Secretary), L. Bosman (Mascot), H. Bate. Absent: E Gover. 


HURSTVILLE CENTRAL OLD BOYS' RUGBY 
LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB. 

The members of this Club are old boys of Hurstville 
Central Technical School, and, although only formed in 1935, 
the Club has distinguished itself by winning the Junior B 
Grade Competition of the St. George district for the year 
1936, playing through the season without a defeat. 

The President of the Club is Mr. M. S. Tumpane and 
the Hon. Secretary, Mr. G. Hart. 


Page One Hundred and Tuo 



















CHAPTER NINE. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 

ST. GEORGE COUNTY COUNCIL. 

BOUT the year 1918 the Municipal Councils of 
Bexley, Hurstville, Kogarah and Rockdale ap' 
proached the Municipal Council of Sydney with 
a request that the Council should extend the 
supply of electricity to the St. George distnct. 
The City Council replied that there was no prospect of a 
supply being given for at least five years. 

Subsequently, when it became known that the Railway 
Commissioners intended to electrify the Illawarra railway line. 
Councillor W. R. Ainsworth, President of the Sutherland 
Shire Council, approached the Commissioners with a view of 
inducing them to supply electricity, in bulk, to the Sutherland 
Shire Council. In effect, Councillor Ainsworth was mformed 
that if he could interest the Councils of the St. George district 
in a joint scheme, the proposal would be seriously considered. 
Councillor Ainsworth lost no time in bringing the proposal 
before the Councils concerned, and, as a result, on January 
14, 1920, a conference was held in Sydney at which repre' 
sentatives of Rockdale, Kogarah and Hurstville Councils and 
Sutherland Shire were present. Subsequently, when the Raih 
way Commissioners announced that the electrification of the 
line would not extend beyond Hurstville and that the scheme 
could not be extended to Sutherland, that Shire dropped out 
of the conferences. 

As the result of negotiations and conferences held during 
1920, it was ultimately decided by all the Councils concerned, 
to take steps to establish a County Council representing the 
Municipalities of Bexley, Hurstville, Kogarah and Rockdale, 
and in the Government Gazette of October 29, 1920. a pro' 
clamation under the hand of the Governor, was published. 
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which created the St. George County Council. The first 
meeting of the Council, at which Hurstville was represented 
by Aldermen E. H. Baker and S. H. Binder and the Mayor, 
Alderman T. V. Cross, was held in the Town Hall, Rockdale, 
on December 4, 1920. 

The original scheme decided on by the Council provided 
for the erection of distributors to serve 2,000 customers in 
five years, but so great was the demand that in the space of 
about twelve months, mains had to be erected to serve over 
10,000 customers. The current was officially switched on 
by the Chairman, Alderman F. P. Dowsett, on Friday, March 
9, 1923, but prior to this date a temporary supply had been 
provided at Hurstville from the 10th to 21st October, 1922 
for a Special Shopping Carnival. 

From its inception, the Council aimed at supplying current 
as cheap, if not cheaper, than any in the Commonwealth, an 
ambition which a comparison of charges will show has been 
realised. From the first year, the undertaking has shown a 
profit which has been returned to the consumers in the shape 
of reduced charges. 

This is illustrated by the following table of charges made 
by the Council in the years 1923, 1933, and 1936. 


1923 1933 1936 

Domestic and 5d. 4d. 4d. 

general lighting per unit. per unit. per unit. 
Domestic power 3d. Id. 7d. 

per unit. per unit. per unit. 


The charge for domestic power is the cheapest in Australia 
to-day. 

The St. George Council was the first of its kind to be 
formed in Australia. It was, therefore, an experiment, and 
so much greater should be the meed of praise to the men who 
launched and carried the undertaking to its present successful 
state. 
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The present delegates from Hurstville on the Council are 
Aldermen Binder, Gifford and Cross. 

THE PRESS OF HURSTVILLE. 

The credit of establishing Hurstville’s first local paper “The 
Propellor,” rests with Mr. A. H. Wennholm, J.P., of 
Wennholm Bros. In 1910, Mr. Wennholm set up the first 
printing press in the Municipality, when the business centre 
of Hurstville comprised only a few small shops; and, in the 
following years, he established “The Propellor.” This has 
been published as a weekly penny paper ever since, and to-day 
the paper enjoys what is a phenomenal circulation for a 
suburban newspaper. 

In addition to his attending to newspaper and publishing 
interests, Mr. Wennholm has devoted much of his time to 
the public movements of the district. The Hurstville School 
of Arts, the Civic Theatre, the Starr-Bowkett Society, the 
Bowling Club and the Hurstville Chamber of Commerce, are 
some of the activities he has taken part in and in some cases 
inaugurated. He has been associated also with the War 
Memorial and the Soldiers’ Memorial Hall. 

The “Express,” established in 1925, is a weekly newspaper 
published and distributed gratis in Hurstville by Mr. G. 
Hannon, who has a large and up-to-date pnnting establish¬ 
ment. 

HURSTVILLE AND DISTRICT CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE. 

This Chamber was founded in 1921 for the purpose of 
establishing co-ordination between the business men. traders, 
and manufacturers, for the promotion of the commercial in¬ 
terests of the district of Hurstville, and to assist the Municipal 
Council in advancing the interests of the district. It was the 
second of the suburban branches of the Sydney Chamber 
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of Commerce” to be established; Parramatta having preceded 
it by a few months; and was the first suburban Chamber of 
Commerce to establish a Bright Way. 

The "Annual Shopping Week Carnival,’ inaugurated in 
1921, has become an institution in the district and working 
harmoniously with the Municipal Council, many useful works 
have been made possible and a number of schemes for the 
betterment of the district have been brought to successful 
fruition. 

The present officers of the Chamber are Mr. C. H. Barter, 
President; E. L. Williams and S. W. Hill, Vice-Presidents; 
J. C. Blaikie, Treasurer; F. W. Robinson, J. P., Secretary; 
Miss Porteous, L.I.C.A. and A. E. Hancock, Hon. Auditors. 


HURSTVILLE AND DISTRICT YOUNG CITIZENS’ 

ASSOCIATION. 

The local branch of the Young Citizens’ Association was 
formed nearly four years ago as a result of an appeal by the 
Hon. J. M. Dunningham, M.L.A., Minister for Labour and 
Industry, to all municipal councils and public bodies. 

The local Headquarters of the Association are situated 
at the comer of Penshurst Street and Forest Road, Penshurst, 
and offer exceptional opportunities to all unemployed boys 
and girls between the ages of 14 and 21 years. 

Instructional classes are held in motor engineering, radio 
engineering, carpentry, panel beating, and ticket writing, and 
the Dept, of Labour and Industry provides competent in¬ 
structors for these classes. To provide recreational facilities 
a gymnasium class is held twice weekly. Entry to Technical 
College and Trade School is available through the local 
branch, and, for those desiring a career on the land, a free 
course is offered at the Government Training Farm at Schey- 
ville. 
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For girls from 16 to 19 years of age a Power Machine 
Instructional Class is available whereby girls can receive 6 
weeks’ free tuition in this class of work. At the end of this 
period positions are found for them. 

Since the inception of the local branch, 561 boys and 89 
girls have enrolled and taken advantage of the free training 
which is offered; and up to December 31st last, over 350 boys 
and girls have directly been placed in positions through the 
the efforts of this Association. 

All facilities are free, and unemployed youth who are 
desirous of obtaining a suitable job, should interview the 
Organising Welfare Officer on Mondays, Wednesdays or 
Fridays, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. 'Phone 
L.U. 1782. 


HURSTVILLE FIRE BRIGADE. 

The Municipality of Hurstville first became contributory 
to the Sydney Fire Bngades Board in the matter of fire pro¬ 
tection as from 1st January, 1895, and in 1897, with the 
assistance of a Government grant and a donation by the Fire 
Brigades Board, a new station was erected on a site provided 
by the Council at the intersection of MacMahon and Dora 
Streets. A Brigade was established in that year consisting of 
14 volunteer firemen; the equipment being 1 manual engine, 1 
horse, and 700 feet of hose. 

In 1907, the site in Mort’s Road, Mortdale, was acquired 
by the Government, and in the following year the weather¬ 
board building which formerly did duty as a Fire Station at 
Kogarah, was removed and re-erected on the site at Morts 
Road; a volunteer Fire Brigade was established by the Boaid 
consisting of 8 volunteer firemen, 1 hand hose reel and 1,000 
feet of hose; and the staff at Hurstville Fire Station was ad¬ 
justed to a similar strength. 
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In January, 1910, the Board of Fire Commissioners of 
N.S.W. was constituted under the Fire Brigades Act 1909, 
and all brigades came under its control. In 1911, the site of 
the existing Fire Station in MacMahon Street, Hurstville, was 
purchased by the Board, and in 1912 the new Fire Station 
was erected. 

Upon transfer to the new Fire Station, the Brigade was 
placed under the command of a permanent fire brigade officer, 
and in the following year a second permanent fireman was 
attached to the staff, which was then 2 permanent firemen 
and 7 volunteers. 

The new Fire Station at Mortdale was erected by the 
Board and officially opened in 1914, and the Brigade placed 
under the command of a permanent officer, and a horse-drawn 
turbine fire engine installed. An additional permanent fire¬ 
man was also appointed at Hurstville, making the staff at that 
station 3 permanent and 5 volunteer firemen; and at Mortdale, 

1 permanent and 7 volunteer firemen. 

In 1920, a motor hose carriage was installed at Hurstville 
Fire Station and a second permanent fireman appointed at 
Mortdale. A motor pumping fire engine was installed at 
Hurstville Fire Station in 1922 and the motor hose carriage 
transferred to Mortdale, the latter being replaced by a motor 
fire engine in 1924. Recreation rooms were provided by the 
Board at Hurstville and Mortdale Fire Stations in 1926 

Upon the introduction of the Two Platoon System on 
March 1st, 1928, the strength of the Hurstville Fire Brigade 
was set at 1 station officer, 4 permanent firemen (2 on each 
platoon) and 6 volunteer firemen; and that at Mortdale, 1 
sub-station officer, 2 permanent firemen (1 on each platoon) 
and 6 volunteer firemen. The Municipality has now two up- 
to-date Stations manned by permanent and volunteer firemen, 
each with a motor fire engine. The area is well provided 
with street fire alarms, 11 being connected to Hurstville and 
9 to Mortdale Fire Station. 
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HURSTVILLE AND DISTRICT UNITED FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES’ DISPENSARY. 


The progress of Hurstville Dispensary is of such a chan 
acter as to be of great interest at the present moment when 
celebrations such as those contemplated with the Jubilee of 
our Municipal Council, and must be viewed both by residents 
and members alike with great civic pride. 

Setting itself out in 1911 to fill a much needed want in 
the district, its early pioneers had a very hard struggle to 
maintain the very high standard they had set themselves, and 
here we might state, that so good was their organisation, so 
comprehensive their ideas, that from the day the Dispensary 
opened, no failure to supply the needs of its members ever 
occurred. 

A tribute to those who nursed the Institution in the cradle 
of its infancy brings many of Hurstville's leading citizens and 
old identities to mind. 

Bro. Harry S. Davy, A.O.F., was its first secretary, and 
to him, in these days of comparative affluence, one must pay 
a tribute; for, once the doors were opened they would not 
close until every member who had need of the services of the 
Institution was satisfied. Yet finance, that all powerful aid, 
was not plentiful, and the total funds, all borrowed, amounted 
to £101. 

Nearly all have left their work in their successors' hands; 
but a tribute must be paid to Bro. J. H. S. Mulholland, ‘the 
father of the movement,” and the second president of the 
Institute, who still remains with us upon the Board of Mam 
agement—an unbroken record of over 26 years. The late 
Bro. A. Bown, also an alderman of the town had the Dispens- 
ary at heart and proved a tower of strength. Bro. J. Allison, 
still an ardent worker for the Friendly Societies Movement 
is still a member of the Board of Representatives. Most of 
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the others have passed beyond recall, and we here pay a 
tribute to their memory. 

In 1911 there were 839 members. 1129 prescriptions 
were dispensed in the first month; 12,000 prescriptions 
were dispensed in the first year of its existence. Hardly had 
the Institute found its feet when the Great War was upon us 
in 1914, and with drugs soaring to previously unheard of 
prices, many difficult times were experienced, but, however, 
the standard set was not allowed to fall. 

At the close of the War the influenza epidemic paid its 
toll, and this proved to be one of the most difficult periods 
of its existence. Then the unsettled times during the de- 
pression, when membership was falling, and, finally, the 
closing of the Govt. Savings Bank, who were bankers for the 
Dispensary, made a very lean period. 

In comparing the figures for the first year with those of 
1936, we get an idea of the progress of the movement. 


1911 

839 Members — 1 Branch. 




1936 

7,000 Members — 4 Branches. 



1911 

12,000 Prescriptions dispensed in the 

year. 

1936 

120,000 

33 

3 3 


1911 

Finance 

£101 

0 

0 

1936 

Assets over liabilities 

£11,000 

0 

0 

1911 

Amount paid for drugs 

£300 

0 

0 

1936 

33 33 33 53 

£8,000 

0 

0 

1911 

One Registered Chemist was employed. 


1936 

Eight registered and fully qualified Chemists 


are employed. 




1911 

Lodges affiliated 



12 

1936 

33 33 


130 


The Dispensary is now the second largest in the State. 
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